




















THE AMERICAN ROAD 


Happy New Year 


The start of the New Year is a time 
of dedication, when men renew their 
vows to work for justice, to strive for 
brotherhood among peoples, to pray 
for peace among the nations. 


The American Road is more than a 
highway that has helped’ bring pros- 
perity to this country—it is a way of 
living, wrought out of the character of 
a people constantly moving forward 
toward a better life for all mankind. 
Ford Motor Company is dedicated to 
the American Road, in the belief that 
it will lead toward freedom, justice 
and security for all men. 
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$3.00 
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N’GINOTH BARUCH SCHORR 
Complete Service, Traditional Ritual 
for NEW YEAR and DAY OF ATONEMEN1 
191 Compositions for Cantor 
and Choir 


$7.50 
Just Published! 
A Newly Revised and Enlarged 
Edition of 
MODERN JEWISH MEALS 
BY MILDRED G. BELLIN 


Menus and Recipes arranged for 


Each Month of the Year 
$2.00 
BLOCH PUBLISHING CO. 
Since 1854 
America’s Headquarters for 
JUDAICA and HEBRAICA 


Send for Catalogues and Bulletins. 
31 W. 31st Street, New York 1, N. -Y. 
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“Mommy, 


What Is God?” 


[Is it possible to explain God to an eight- 


year-old? Much has been written on the 
subject, but rarely have the experts pro- 
duced verbatim replies for parents to use 
when the question is asked. Herewith, a 
batch of such replies from various writers 
who unanimously deposed that the assign- 
ment was extremely “tough.” Other con- 
tributions are welcome.—Eb.]} 


MRS. BERTRAM KLAUSNER. wife of 
the rabbi, Congregation Beth Israel. 
AUSTIN, TEXAS 


I have tried to explain to a child the 
presence of Ged in this manner. I take 
a glass of water and a lump of sugar. | 
ask the child to drop the lump of sugar 
into the glass and then taste the water. 
Of course the child tells me that the wa- 
Then I tell him to take 
the sugar out of the water. The child 
looks at me in amazement and _ says, 
“Why, I can’t, I can’t even see the sugar.” 
“So it is with God,” I tell him. “Even 
though you cannot see the sugar in the 
glass you know it is there because of the 
sweetness of the water, and even though 
you cannot see God you know He is with 


ter tastes sweet. 


us because of goodness and sweetness and 
the love in our lives. 


| DR. SAM ROSENKRANZ, Director of 


Education, Temple Israel, sv. Louis 


“God is the tree. God is the rain that 
makes the grass grow. God is the sun- 
shine. Whenever you give half your 
cookie to your friend, God is there. When 
you are kind to your dog, God is there. 
Let other children play with your toys 
and God will be there. When you love 
your mother and daddy and hug them 
tight, God is there. And when you close 
your eyes and say your prayers at bed- 
time, God is listening.” 


ELMA EHRLICH LEVINGER, 


Authoress 


If you were able to ask the wisest per- 
“What is God?” he 


would not find an answer for you in any 


son in the world, 


book. He could only tell you what is in | 


And I can tell you only 
what God means to me. He is a loving 
Friend and Father. He has taken care of 
me since I was a little child like you; I 
believe He will continue to care for me 
all my life and that when I die He will 
be even closer to me than He is now. We 


his own heart. 


cannot see God, but we can feel His love | 


and protection, just as you feel that 
father and I are close to you even if you 


(Continued on page 28) 
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_ hewest hair styling adapted , 
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looks... 


IT’S MORE THAN LUCK 
THAT BEST’S BEAUTY 
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Professional Direction 


FOR BUILDING 
FUND CAMPAIGNS 


A Congregation planning to 
raise money for a new building 
or an addition should consider 
these important advantages of 
professional campaign direction: 





1. Experienced Know-How —This firm has 
directed a thousand successful campaigns, many of 
them for temples and churches, in 245 cities during the past 33 years. 
2. Fixed Fee—Our fee is set in advance; we never work for a 
percentage. You know exactly what your campaign will cost before 
it begins. Our campaigns almost always cost less than those directed 
by amateurs. 

3. Greater Chance for Success —A campaign for a temple is 
too important to be entrusted to amateurs. It merits management by 
an experienced director who knows what to do and when to doit... 
who is devoting his life to this profession. 


Consultation Without Obligation 


KETCHUM, INC. 
Campi agn GY) trechian 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE BLDG., PITTSBURGH Ig, PA. & 500 FIFTH AVE., NEW YORK 36 
CARLTON G. KETCHUM, President 
NORMAN MacLEOD, Exec. Vice Pres. © McCLEAN WORK, Vice Pres. 
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Rabbi Regina 
O’Hara? 


[Recently. the Jewish National Post re- 
ported that Regina O’Hara, of Ashland. 
Ky.. a convert to Judaism, was thinking 
of applying for admission to the Hebrew 
Union College Jewish Institute of Re- 
ligion to study for the rabbinate. To 
gauge current opinion about the oft-dis- 
cussed question as to whether a woman 
ought to be permitted to become a rabbi, 
we asked a number of people for answers 
to the query. “Should Regina be per- 
mitted to study for the rabbinate?”—Eb.] 


RABBI MARTIN M. PERLEY, Temple 
Brith Sholom, LOUISVILLE, KY. 


Most of us are the slaves of convention 
and at first blush the thought of Rabbi 
O'Hara seems ludicrous—and when it’s 
Rabbi Regina O'Hara, it seems preposter 
ous. But why not? 

We don’t differentiate between natural- 
born Jews and proselytes. Once he accepts 
our faith the proselyte is a full-fledged 
Jew, and if he fulfills all the educational 
and personality requirements there is no 
reason why he can’t become a rabbi. 

As for a woman being a rabbi—again, 
why not? We Liberal Jews must be con- 
sistent. Thank God, we have had the cour- 
age and foresight to accord women full 
equality. Without counting them as full- 
fledged Jews many of us wouldn't have a 
minyon at our Sabbath morning and festi- 
val services. Certainly, we should drop our 
prejudices and admit qualified women to 
the College-Institute and, if they success- 
fully complete their work and prove them- 
selves to be temperamentally fitted for the 
rabbinate, let them be ordained. 

Perhaps the idea of a “Rabbi Regina 
O'Hara” is a bit revolutionary. But she 
may marry an Abraham Levy. and then 
“Rabbi Regina Levy” won’t be quite as 
startling. 


MRS. WILLIAM ACKERMAN, spiritual 
leader, Congregation Beth Israel. 
MERIDIAN, MISS. 


You invite my opinion on the story of 
Miss O'Hara with the question, “Should 
HUC admit her as a student?” I answer 
with an unequivocal yes. American Liberal 
Judaism can give no other answer. She has 
chosen Judaism because of her conviction 
that it is the only way of life. She desires 
to dedicate her life to teaching its message. 
If she has the entrance requirements and 
fulfills, through the years, the necessary 
qualifications for ordination, why should 
it be denied her? Traditional Judaism 
might find much to frown upon, but Amer- 

(Continued on page 26) 
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Editorial Notes and Comment 





A Happier New Year 


When. at Rosh Hashono time, we 
exchange greetings and wish one an- 
other a “happy New Year,” what we 
really mean to say is a “happier 
New Year.” Committed as we are to 
a faith which demands continuous 
advance. the past must ever be re- 
carded as the foundation for a 
brighter future. The Jewish zest and 
quest for progress prompt us to hope 
that the year 5713 will bring new 
insights which will speed the march 
towards international amity. 

It is with this hope that we con- 
vey Rosh Hashono greetings to our 
readers. The President of the UAHC, 
the Board. the constituent agencies, 


and all staffs join in the prayer that 


you and your family will enjoy a year 


of good health and high achieve- 
ment. and that all mankind will see 


the fruition of its noblest dreams. 


Our Good Fortune 


The American electorate is fortu- 
nate in the two men who are candi- 
dates for President. 

Although Dwight D. Eisenhower 
and Adlai 


they have much in common and 


Ek. Stevenson are rivals. 


what they have in common should 
prove salutary to the moral climate 
of the nation. 

It is noteworthy that both shy 
away from extremism on all vital 
questions. Especially gratifying is 
the fact that both have issued vigor- 
ous, clear-cut condemnations of the 
introduction of racial and religious 
issues into the campaign. 

The hate-mongers are still with 
us, but once again they have been 
shown up for what they are, a luna- 


tic fringe on the national scene. 
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The greatest danger to our de- 
mocracy today does not lie in that 
direction. Rather. it is in the civic 
apathy which has led so many of 
our citizens to ignore that most 
precious duty and_ privilege—the 
right of franchise. 

In 1918, nearly 50 per cent of the 
eligible voters failed to register and 
vote. The proportion of eligibles to 
voters has been declining steadily 
and alarmingly since 1900. That is 
a trend which should be and indeed 
must be reversed if our democracy 
is to remain virile and representa- 
tive. 

This year let us put an end to 


“fractional democracy.” 


A Camp of Our Own 


On the soil of Wisconsin a new 
and exhilarating chapter in the his- 
tory of American Reform Judaism 
is being written. There, on Lac La 
Belle. at Oconomowoc, stands the 
first camp to be permanently ac- 
quired by the UAHC. There this past 
summer adult institutes. under the 
auspices of the Chicago UAHC Fed- 
eration. evoked unrestrained enthu- 
siasm and requests for year-round 
programs. There the National Fed- 
eration of Temple Youth, a pioneer 
in the use of camp facilities for the 
education of our young people, fi- 
nally conducted its National Lead- 
ership Institutes in a camp which it 
could call its own. The NFTY Insti- 
tutes are inestimably important stim- 
uli which will result in more suc- 
cessful and more expansive youth 
programs in temples throughout the 
country. There 500 people attended 
the dedication exercises on August 
24 and were made vibrantly aware 


of a new and invaluable project 


which will be a source of pleasure 
and learning to countless numbers 
of temple members. 

Oconomowoc is the first of a 
group of camps which the UAHC 
hopes to secure in all parts of the 
land. Our Mid-Western contingents 
have led the way in an exciting ven- 
ture which will bring edification 
and rejoicing to this and future 


generations. 


Important Decisions 


At its meeting in July, the Exee- 
utive Board of the Union of Ameri- 
can Hebrew Congregation reached 
several decisions of more than usual 
importance. We commend them to 
the attention of our readers. 

& The President of the UAHC. Dr. 
Maurice N. 


life tenure in his position. We con- 


Kisendrath, was given 


sratulate both the Board and Dr. 
this 
ken of mutual confidence. 

> Tribute was paid to Rabbi Jacob 


D. Schwarz on the occasion of his 


Kisendrath on momentous to- 


retirement as Director of the Com- 
mission on Synagogue Activities, a 
post which he held for 40 years. 
Rabbi 


honorary Doctor of Divinity from 


Schwarz. who received an 
the Hebrew Union College-Institute 
of Religion last summer, was made 
Director Emeritus of the Commis- 
sion which he so ably directed for 
four decades. We join in saluting 
and felicitating Dr. Schwarz. 

pm The Board also favored the or- 
ganization of a religious pilgrimage 
to Israel in the Spring of 1953. 
In his recommendation, Dr. Eisen- 
drath urged a tour of Reform rab- 
bis and laymen to visit the Holy 
Land and to witness the observance 


of the 3000th anniversary of the 








founding of the City of Jerusalem, 
which takes place next year. Read- 
ers interested in participating in the 
pilgrimage may write us for furth- 
er information, which will also be 
made available in ensuing issues of 
this magazine. 

Those who attend the pilgrimage 
will also have the opportunity of 
taking part in the world conference 
of the World Union for Progres- 
sive Judaism, which is scheduled 
for July 1 through July 8, 1953 in 
London. 
p> Plans were also fcermulated for 
the Forty-Second Biennial General 
Assembly of the UAHC, which will 
take place in New York from April 
19 to April 23, 1953. To be known 
as an Anniversary Assembly, the 
Biennial will commemorate the fol- 
lowing milestones: The 80th birth- 
day of the UAHC, the 40th birth- 
day of the National Federation of 
Temple Sisterhoods and the 100th 
anniversary of the arrival of Isaac 
Mayer Wise in Cincinnati. Also to 
be commemorated will be the forth- 
coming 300th anniversary of the 
arrival of the first Jews on Ameri- 
can soil. We urge upon our readers 
attendance of this extraordinary 
assemblage. 


A Bold Statement 


How shall Reform Jews observe 
the Sabbath? This is a question 
which has agitated synagogal lead- 
ers ever since the days of Isaac 
Mayer Wise. Since Saturday in the 
United States is an important com- 
mercial day, conformity to the tra- 
ditional method of Sabbath observ- 
ance is virtually impossible of at- 
tainment not only by Reform Jews 
but by those affiliated with other 
branches of Judaism. 

Nonetheless many Jews feel un- 
easy over the violation of prohibi- 
tions associated with the Sabbath. A 
“good Jew” is not supposed to 
smoke, dance, or attend business 


or meetings on Saturday—that is the 
belief nurtured even by those who 
ignore these restrictions. A number 
of Reform congregations were them- 
selves in doubt about the propriety 
of allowing dancing at the Oneg 
Shabbat after Friday night services 
and sponsoring athletic activities 
which might take place on the Sab- 
bath. So they sent inquiries to Dr. 
Israel Bettan, of the Hebrew Union 
College Faculty, who is Chairman 
of the Committee on Responsa of 
the Central Conference of American 
Rabbis. Last June Dr. Bettan gave 
his answer in a talk to the rabbis. 

What Dr. Bettan said is still far 
from being official, but it is a clear- 
cut, if somewhat revolutionary, ut- 
terance on the subject. He asserted 
that 
rounded the Sabbath with so many 


traditional Judaism has sur- 
taboos that it was transformed into 
a period of gloom from the occasion 
of gladness and leisure, which it 
was originally intended to be. He 
recommended that Reform Judaism 
boldly formulate its own pattern of 
Sabbath observance to restore to it 
the spirit of joy and relaxation. He 
suggested that Reform was being 
unnecessarily obsequious to the po- 
sition of Orthodoxy in this regard. 
Liberal Judaism has made modifi- 
cations in liturgy and in theology, 
but in the realm of modern Sabbath 
observance Reform has been slow 
in seeking a formula for our times 
which would be practicable and at 
the same time preserve reverence for 
the Sabbath. 

Dr. Bettan said much more, and 
cited a host of Talmudical passages 
which enforced his thesis. 

We urge our readers to read this 
statement for themselves and to 
stimulate discussions of it from the 
pulpit and at temple gatherings. 
Your rabbi can provide you with 
more data about this document which 
may well prove to be one of the 
most memorable in the history of 


Reform Judaism. 
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QUESTIONS 
AND 
ANSWER 





Q. Does Rosh Ha-shono 
memorate any historical incident? 

A. No. It merely marks the begin- 
ning of a spiritual year. Legend, how- 
ever, has it that Rosh Ha-shono marks 
the beginning of Creation. 


com- 


Q. Why do Reform congregations 
observe only one day of Rosh Ha- 
shono and other groups two? 

A. The Bible calls for one day (see 
Leviticus 23:24). In ancient times, how- 
ever, the beginning of the month was 
determined by the personal testimony 
of witnesses who had seen the “new 
moon.” To make sure that the correct 
day was not missed, a two-days’ observ- 
ance was instituted. Reform Judaism 
went back to the Biblical practice, since 
the calendar is now fixed and such un- 
certainty does not prevail. See Reform 
Jewish Practice by Dr. Solomon Free- 
hof, published by Hebrew Union Col- 


lege Press. 


Q. What do the words, Rosh Ha- 
shono, actually mean? 

A. The word, Rosh, means “head” 
or “beginning.” The word, shono, means 
“vear.” The prefix, Ha, is Hebrew for 
“the.” Hence, Rosh Ha-shono means 
“the beginning of the year.” 


Q. What does the shofor signify? 

A. The sound of the shofor or ram’s 
horn is meant to be a call to conscience. 
Originally, the shofor was the equiv- 
alent of the modern bugle and was 
used to call troops to battle or to an- 
nounce an emergency. The shofor is 
homiletically linked to Rosh Ha-shono 
because one of the Holy Day Secrip- 
tural readings, the story of Abraham’s 
halted sacrifice of Isaac, tells us that a 
ram was offered up instead of Isaac. 





{These are random questions often asked 
about the holidays. Answers are neces- 
sarily brief. For more data, see your 


rabbi.—Eb.] 
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about the High Holy Days 
and Sukos 





This story is interpreted as a protest 
against human sacrifice, and the shofor 
reminds us of the need for compassion. 
Another interpretation of the use of 
the shofor is that it demonstrates the 
need for transforming implements of 
war (which is what the shofor once 
was) to the uses of peace, recalling 
the prophetic passage about turning 
swords into plowshares. 


Q. It seems to me that the Rosh 
Ha-shono Eve service is very sim- 
ilar to the Friday night service. 
Isn’t it supposed to be different? 

A. All Jewish services are structur- 
ally similar, with variations applying 
to the specific occasion. If you will 
compare the Sabbath Eve service and 
the Rosh Ha-shono Eve service, you 
will detect the interpolations in the 
latter which are appropriate to the 
event. Among the outstanding Rosh 
Ha-shono prayers are the litany known 
as Ovinu Malkenu (“Our Father, Our 
King”), and the insertion in the Ovos 
(“God of our Fathers”) prayer of the 
paragraph which begins Zochraynu 
La-Chaim, (““Remember us unto life”). 
The Rosh Ha-shono morning devotions 
are, of course, highlighted by the shofor 
service. 


Q. Why does the Jewish New Year 
begin in the autumn instead of on 
January 1? 

A. It is much more logical to begin 
a year at the beginning of a season 
than in January (which is mid-season). 
Our own secular calendar originally 
began in the spring, as can readily be 
seen by the name September, which 
was originally the seventh month. 
Julius Caesar and his successor, Em- 
peror Augustus, made alterations 
which have prevailed throughout. Even 
today in some areas of life we ignore 
the January 1 date. Thus our fiscal 
year begins July 1, our school year in 
September, etc. 


Q. What did Reform eliminate 
from the traditional High Holy 
Day prayer book? 

A. Passages which clash with Re- 
form’s theology. Among those are pray- 
ers which look towards a_ personal 
Messiah, and the restoration of the 
priestly system. From the high holyday 
prayer book (“machzor”) Reform re- 
moved many of the lengthy piyyutim, 
or poems, written in the Middle Ages. 
These poetical insertions, though laud- 
able in sentiment are not too mean- 
ingful in modern times. 


Q. I have heard that the month 
which Rosh Ha-shono begins is 
not the first month at all, but the 
seventh month. Is this true? 

A. The month of Tishri is indeed re- 
ferred to as the seventh month in the 
Bible. During various stages of history, 
the Jewish calendar has sometimes 
begun in the spring (with Nison) and 
in the autumn (with Tishri). Because 
of the enormous post-Biblical popular- 
ity of Rosh Ha-shono, however, most 
Jews now regard Tishri as the initial 
month of their religious year, and the 
secular New Year as the beginning of 
their civil year. 


Q. Are Reform Jews supposed to 
fast on Yom Kippur? 
A. Yes. 


Q. Aren’t non-mourners supposed 
to leave the synagogue during the 

Yom Kippur Memorial Service? 
A. This traditional practice, still 
widely observed, is based upon the 
superstitious fear that attendance will 
bring “bad luck” to living parents. Re- 
form seeks to abolish superstitions, and 
therefore it does not insist upon the 
departure of non-mourners at the Me- 
morial Service. The Reform Memorial 
Service, moreover, is designed not only 
to bring comfort to those individually 
(Continued on page 28) 








Can Judaism and Psychoanalysis 


How does one reconcile the Jewish liturgical cry, 
“We have sinned. we have transgressed. we have done 
perversely.” with the psychoanalytic concept that it is 
generally advisable for people to feel good about them- 
selves? How does one harmonize the Jewish teaching 
that good and evil are set before us and that we are free 
to choose between them with the psychoanalytic finding 
that our early conditioning sometimes has a stronger 
magnetic pull over us than does our will or ability to 
make the proper choice? How do we square the Jewish 
doctrine that sooner or later wickedness must be pun- 
ished with the psychoanalytic theory that punishment 
is rarely of much worth either as a cure or preventive? 
More questions of a similar nature could be posed. 
They would all point to the most basic issue of them all. 


namely. are Judaism and psychoanalysis compatible ? 


No Real Problem 


Now the curious fact about these questions is that 
they reflect no real problem. and that whenever they 
are voiced it is primarily because of misinformation. 
misinterpretation, or either recognized or undiscerned 
resistance to painful realities and sobering challenges. 
More than that, to defer to the negative implications of 
such queries as that which serves as the title to this 
page is to do violence to our cherished principle that 
bids us incline a sympathetic ear to every segment of 
truth and a responsive heart to every endeavor that 
would further the well-being of man. 

ft is one thing, and not at all unhealthy. to repeat 
“Do you know the one about the psychiatrist who—?” 
stories and to join the hearty laughter that follows. It is 
another thing, and not nearly so healthy. to overlook 
the fact that frequently we no sooner tell the story 
and laugh at its point than we return to grieve inwardly 
about what we think are our failures; to brood about 
those whom we think to be our business. occupational 
OF professional competitors ; to contribute to our mari- 
tal strife: and. what is perhaps most perplexing. to con- 
tinue to instil in our children, by our example, patterns 
of competitiveness. of insecurity and of unhappiness 
that will in all likelihood bring them as much distress 
as they do to us. It is really funny to say that “anyone 
who goes to a psychiatrist ought to have his head ex- 
amined.” It is grimly serious to believe that if it were 


at all possible for all men so to have their heads exam- 





Dr. Narot is the rabbi of Temple Israel, Miami, Florida 
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Be Reconciled ? 


by Joseph R. Narot 


ined. we might well witness progress toward truer peace 
and tranquillity both in our hearts, in our homes, and 
in our world. 

To state the simple. basic definitions of the two areas 
we are considering is to reveal no hint of incompati- 
bility. Judaism is a spiritual heritage proclaiming the 
Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood of Man and 
urging us to dedicate ourselves to the highest values of 
morality. Psychoanalysis is a branch of psychiatry and 
a form of therapy that would render man capable of 
ever more constructive living with himself and his fel- 
low men. Viewed in that light. and it must be viewed 
ultimately in that light only. may not psychoanalysis 
share in the effort toward the fulfillment of Judaism's 
millennial hopes? 

Why. therefore. does the question persist? Why has 
it been suggested by some rabbis and laymen that one 
of the newest of sciences constitutes a threat to one of 
the oldest of faiths? High among the reasons is the one 
possible justification for some confusion, namely. the 
characteristics of an artificial fad which the interest in 
matters psychological has assumed in recent years. 
The lexicon of the doctor’s office has become public 
property and has been appropriated by the cinema. the 
legitimate theater. the lecture hall. the novel and the 
pulpit. [t is indeed fashionable to talk of “insights.” of 
“complexes.” and “maturity.” even as it seems to be 
financially rewarding to write a book which, however 
inaccurately grounded in true perception, claims to 
offer a clue to happiness. Nor is it always easy to dis- 
cover which mental healers in our midst are the more 


and which are the less trained and accredited. 


A Regretable Fad 

Truly, the fad is to be regretted. It is not enough. 
however, to regret. It is not enough to lament the best 
sellers which are often more sellers than best. We must 
also know the problems of which the hunger for self- 


help books may be symptomatic. Is not the fad itsel!, 
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though it lacks validity, a symptom of a desperate uni- 
versal human need as well as a glimpse into a vista we 
must unhesitatingly and inescapably explore for our 
own and the world’s welfare? To this must be added 
the assurance that the unfortunate aspects of the fad 
have probably reached their zenith. that they appear to 
be already on the decline, and that only the hard core 
of ever more genuine interest and authority promises to 
remain. In any event, information is readily available 
to those who really seek it as to which are the most 
properly and adequately trained psychotherapists. 

A second source of concern for some is Sigmund 
Freud. They who oppose him cite simultaneously his 
openly expressed hostility to religion as well as his 
analytic concepts which, they contend, would under- 
mine the foundations of Jewish belief. Here again we 
witness an ironic twist of events. Freud’s professional 
heirs and successors discovered and said years ago that 
his essential contribution to the field of healing must 
not be confused with what must be seen at best as his 
peripheral interests in religion and history. “Freud con- 
fused the ideational content of religion with its rituals 
and its psychological elements with its inspirational 
aspects,” Dr. Gregory Zilboog has written in the book, 
Vind, Medicine and Man. Other authorities have been 
even more radical in their deviation from Freudian 
speculation. Yet often they who really know him the 
least are the very ones who insist that every word he 
ever wrote must be accepted today as the voice and 


purpose of the entire realm of psychoanalysis. 


What Freud Really Meant by ‘‘Sex”’ 
Similarly do many critics of Freud labor under a 


misinterpretation of his central concepts. Consider, for 


example, the matter of sexuality. Probably 4%0 of 


every five people to whom the name of Freud means 
anything would say that it was he who unloosed the 
bonds of morality in our civilization and gave the green 
light to unrestrained promiscuity. This is a gravely er- 
roneous notion, even aside from the fact that the over- 
whelming numbers of those who violate Judaism’s 
moral code have probably never heard of Freud, much 
less read his writings. The source of the difficulty in this 
instance lies in our failure to know what Freud was 
talking about. 

By sexuality he meant the long chain of development 
through which the individual normally moves from in- 
fancy to adulthood, a development involving emotional 
and psychic as well as physical components. From time 
to time, Freud discovered, we may advance to adult- 
hood in a chronological sense, but remain arrested to 
an earlier level of psycho-sexual being. Thus fixated, 
we may manifest serious conflicts and anxieties, the 


origins of which are buried deep in our unconscious but 
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which we mistakenly relate to our adult situations. If 
these elements of the unconscious are made conscious, 
through psychoanalysis. Freud sensed. there is a greater 
chance for us to move on to more responsible, realistic 
and conflict-less adult levels of existence. 

What he taught. therefore, is not that we should live 
out all of those impulses which appear to be embedded 
in a sexual frame of reference. but that we should face 
those impulses honestly and accurately and learn to 
know their relationship to our earlier years. Under- 
standing these impulses, we will not be apt to fear them 
as much, they will not be likely to stir up within us 
false and devastating feelings of guilt. and thereafter 
their compulsive hold upon our personality structure 


may become even more tenuous and ineffective. 


There Is **No Contest’”’ 


Finally, the opponents of psychoanalysis point to the 
menace they see in it to such Jewish ideas and ideals 
as were mentioned at the outset of this discussion: 
freedom of will. guilt and innocence, reward and pun- 
ishment, etc. These are all fascinating philosophic 
questions and at first glance have all the earmarks of 
ammunition for a good fight between Judaism and 
psychoanalysis. Actually when we examine these reli- 
gious problems in the midst of an open-minded study 
of Judaism, the causes for battle diminish consid- 
erably. 

For then we realize that it is a common but mislead- 
ing fallacy to believe that our religion teaches but one 
rigid and uncompromising view. whereas in fact there 
may be several, if not many. Yes, Judaism assuredly 
does say that man is free and therefore to be held mor- 
ally accountable; but Judaism may also be found to say 
that the question of free will vs. determinism is in no 
way permanently solved by a categorical pronounce- 
ment, because man is also undeniably and seriously 
conditioned and limited by his environment. Judaism 
does say that we should be guilt-stricken because of our 
sins. But it may also be found to say that understand- 
ing is better than guilt. Judaism teaches the doctrine 
of reward and punishment. But it also propounds the 
theory that forgiveness is much to be preferred above 


retribution. 


The Heart of the Matter 


Nor is all of this intended to suggest that we should 
exonerate and encourage those who offend the moral 
law. Rather should we take our cue from the Psalmist 
who plumbed the depths of true meaning when he cried 
out, “Heal my soul, O Lord, for I have sinned!” Here 
is the heart of the matter. Here is where Judaism and 
psychoanalysis may meet to mutual advantage. They 

(Please turn page) 
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meet in healing, in therapy, in helping to restore man 
to his fear-less. hate-less, creative destiny. 

Psychoanalysis presents no danger to Judaism be- 
cause, as Dr. Zilboorg has written, “Only the morbid, 
the useless, the unrealistic can be analyzed; only the 
unconscious conflict between the infantile and adult, 
which is useless, injurious, which cripples man’s psy- 
chologically integrated functioning can be analyzed. 
The deepest psychoanalysis is unable to reach and 
analyze those personality traits and fundamental human 
adjustments which serve the socio-ethical purposes of 
true religious adulthood.” Psychoanalysis poses no 
threat to Judaism because, as Dr. J. C. Flugel has said 
(in Man, Morals, and Society), “As has been pointed 
out by a number of writers, including Freud himself, 
to show that a thing is ardently desired, even to show 
that it is desired from deep-lying motives that have not 
hitherto been fully recognized, does not prove that such 
a thing does not or cannot exist.” 


At a recent meeting of international mental health 
authorities in Mexico City, it was stressed that for the 
common good psychiatrists should become more fa- 
miliar with the strivings of religion and that spokesmen 
for religion should make themselves more thoroughly 
acquainted with the purposes of psychiatry. This was 
indeed the sounding of a happy and welcome theme. 
For as such familiarity and awareness grow, the points 
of doubt and conflict will no doubt lessen. Judaism will 
continue, as it has these many ages, not merely to in- 
spire and sustain its own adherents, but also to summon 
all men from ignorance to knowledge, from exploita- 
tion to cooperation, from the profane to the sacred. 
Psychoanalysis will, in turn, continue to liberate the 
human heart from many needless and enervating bur- 
dens, making it possible to turn ever more confidently 
and permanently to those values and aspirations which 
our faith has continually spelled out from Sinai to the 


present hour. 


It Happened One Rosh Hashono 


by M. D. Bial 


as idea of Pullman had intrigued him. He had trav- 
elled before. But by day coach or auto. This was luxury. 

Another rabbi-to-be bent on his first public function- 
ing for the Holydays sat across the way. They had to sit 
cater-corner lest their knees touch and he was amazed 
to find that Pullmans can be older and less comfortable 
than coaches. 

The last few miles into the South brought trepidation 
very close. 

Richard Eli Mantin had more than two years of 
army experience, most of which with three stripes fas- 
tened to his sleeve. He was a college graduate and had 
two full years of seminary training, but he was fright- 
ened. 

He had occasionally assisted the chaplain in the 
army. For a time, when there was no chaplain, he had 
conducted services even to preaching a brief sermon. 





Rabbi Bial, formerly of Mt. Vernon. N.Y.. is now on a sab- 
batical of study and travel in Europe and Israel. Among his 
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It was this experience that decided his choice of career. 
He had spoken frequently at Hillel and been subjected 
to public speaking courses and chapel hours at the 
seminary. But this, this was to be a real synagogue 
before utter strangers, and somehow, in earnest. 

L—— was an old town mentioned often in dis- 
patches of the closing days of the war between the 
states. Almost two hundred Jewish families had re- 
sided there in the 1870’s when the synagogue was built. 
However intermarriage and the city’s lure had reduced 
them to less than a hundred. Many of these were new- 
comers, brought south with their textile factories. The 
congregation had supported a rabbi. But he had become 
a chaplain and liked army life. He was still in uniform. 
No suitable replacement was available for a year-round 
post. So the year-end rabbi and the collectors for the 
national Jewish organizations represented the world of 
Judaism in L 

The train in a series of sneeze-like jerks huffed to a 
halt. Richard took his bag and briefcase and hurried 
off. After a few moments only he and a small elderly 
man were left on the platform. The tiny elder ap- 
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proached hes‘tantly and queried, “Are you, perhaps, 
you are the rabbi? His dried-leaf of a voice crackled 
with apprehension. 

“Yes,” Richard falteringly replied, “I am Rabbi 
Mantin.” The die was cast. He had called himself rabbi. 
Out loud. There had to be a first time and this was it. 

“Are you Mr. Samuel?” he asked. Mose Samuel was 
signed to the letters to the seminary that led to his en- 
gagement. 

“T am Mose Samuel,” the venerable one sighed. This 
embryonic “rav” obviously struck him as being much 
too young. The old man suddenly whipped out his hand 
and seized the suitcase. He turned and started down the 
platform. Richard was a full foot talier and half a century 
younger than Mose Samuel, but he could not retrieve 
his suitcase. The old man insisted on the amenities. 

Richard was established in a hotel room. The hotel 
was the tallest building in town. From his window he 
could survey the business district, the ugly railroad 
yards and a coil of river. Beyond were low brownish- 
green hills and the skeletal pylons of a power line. 

Richard met Mose Samuel in the hotel dining-room 
for lunch. The old man was incommunicative. The 
young cleric felt his intended words of jovial cheer 
slide blithely past his brooding companion. But as 
Richard ate the last of his much too sweet pecan pie, 
Mr. Samuel said, “Whatever you do, don’t try to con- 
vert us to anything in three easy lessons.” 

The choir rehearsal was that evening. The choir 
director was also the organist at the Presbyterian 
church, the alto the soloist at the Baptist. The three 
other singers were amateurs, members of the congrega- 
tion. There was no tenor; two sopranos divided soprano 
and tenor music between them. 

Richard would have protested much of the music as 
antiquated and un-Jewish, but the choirmaster said sim- 
ply, “They gave me that music eleven years ago when 
I came and nobody’s changed any of it since. I don’t 
think they’d appreciate a change.” 

Richard fondly thought of the courses in synagogual 
music he had completed, and kept silent. 

The next morning he tried out his voice on Arthur, 
the colored janitor, reading the service while the com- 
placent “shamos” pushed a broom about. 

“Your voice came out at me fine,” was the verdict. 

The condemned man ate a steak for lunch. He needed 
strength. 

Mose Samuel was waiting in the study when Richard 
arrived that evening. “I won’t introduce you at the be- 
ginning of the service. Just before the sermon I'll get 
up and say a few words.” 

The old man seemed to be trying to be friendly and 
encouraging, almost despite his better judgment. The 
two men walked down the hall and ascended the pulpit. 
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The Victorian-fussy temple seemed furbished with its 
girdles of lights sprouting out of the old gas fixtures. 
Most of the pews were occupied by the colorfully 
dressed congregation. Richard let his eyes wander. He 
wanted to see and know everything so that he might 
feel at home as soon as possible. 

Then he saw something which filled him with vague 
dread. A huge old man, with drooping gray mustaches, 
sat on the aisle in the second row with a machine set 
on a table beside him. As Richard watched, the pinguid 
old man twisted dials and then affixed earphones over 
his close-cropped head. Richard realized that this was 
an antediluvian hearing device. 

The choir ended its introductory mournful lament. 
Richard stepped forthrightly before the lectern and be- 
gan to read. Immediately the dials on the antiquated 
machine were turned. Richard spoke a bit louder, a bit 
slower, tipped each consonant with his tongue. The 
dials were turned again. The man subsided. Richard 
felt better and read on. 

The solo which preceded the sermon was a violin 
rendition. The tight unmusical playing emanating from 
the organ loft discordantly set the stage for Mose Sam- 
uel’s brief introduction. It was now time to preach. 

Richard began his sermon slowly. Setting his eyes on 
the grim visage of the mustached behemoth in the sec- 
ond row he projected his words. The congregation was 
still, even the smaller children were quiet. The faint 
sputter of a defective bulb and the stertorous grunts of 
the old man in the second row were his only accom- 
panists. 

After a few moments Richard sensed that the congre- 
gation was really listening. 

He felt that maybe he had something worth saying 
to them, they would hear him out, and then the ma- 
chine.... ‘ 

The man sat up straight and twiddled the dials. Then 
he looked at Richard, turned and snapped off the ma- 
chine, removed the earphones, settled himself and went 
to sleep. 

Richard paused. Richard resumed slowly, a bit creak- 
ingly, diffidently. Richard tried to forget the “old wal- 
rus.” He tried to concentrate on his sermon and on the 
people who were listening so eagerly. Richard tried 
very hard. 

His sermon was over. The choir sang a short hymn. 
Mose Samuel made a few announcements, then he 
turned to Richard and said in a clear voice, “I want to 
thank our young rabbi for his first service. I was a bit 
scared when I saw how young he was, but I guess we 
won’t hold that against him. He did fine. Just keep it up, 
young fellow.” 

But Richard did not know which of the old men to 


believe. 








The Man 


Who Lives in Texas 


by Hyman Judah Schachtel 


Wares he closed his eyes for the last time he had 


become a legend in Texas. Old-timers will tell you 
of his heroic role following the disastrous Galveston 
hurricane and flood of 1900. The Red Cross awarded 
him its highest honor. But higher honors come from 
the ex-convicts to whom he gave the crucial second 
chance. the innocents whose cause he championed 
triumphantly in the judge’s chambers. the hushands 
and wives he reconciled. the youngsters he saved from 
moral ruin. He was a rabbi but he also belonged to 
humanity unlimited. He was an American but he also 
belongs to the world. 

Mine was the great. sad privilege to officiate at the 
funeral service of Dr. Henry Cohen last June in 
Temple Bnai Israel. Galveston, Texas. Participating 
with me were his beloved grandson, Henry Cohen 1, 
soon to be ordained at the Hebrew Union College. and 
Rabbi Leo Stillpass, the able successor to Dr. Cohen. 
For sixty-eight years Dr. Cohen had been the rabbi 
of Galveston’s historic congregation. Under such lead- 
ership his pulpit became internationally renowned. 
The impression he made can never be forgotten in that 
island city on the Gulf of Mexico. Throughout the 
funeral service my mind was aglow with memories 
of my contacts and precious visits with this noble 
rabbi. 

Shortly after I moved to Houston, an experience 
with him opened up to me the far horizons of his 
humanitarian outlook. From Galveston he phoned 
one day saying. “I just received a letter from a poor 


man in your city who needs an artificial leg. Please, 
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ask some of your parishioners for donations. They will 
be glad to do a good deed.” | recall asking, “Does 
he belong to a synagogue in Houston?” “No,” replied 
Dr. Cohen, “he is Baptist.” A month later I met Dr. 
Cohen and he said, “Blessings on you for aiding our 
Baptist friend.” Whereupon I inquired. “Tell me, Dr. 
Cohen; do you frequently receive call from Christians 
for assistance?” And he replied, “People of all faiths 
call upon me for help. There is only one thing to do 
when such a request is made. Help. I never ask about 
his synagogue or church affiliation. If a human being 
is in need, | help him.” Small wonder that to thou- 
sands of people Rabbi Cohen was exactly what one of 
his nurses thought him to be. She told me one day. 
“He is much more than the spiritual head of his 
temple. He is much more than rabbi or minister. To 


me he is above everything else—man of God.” 


His Oceanic Learning 





Whenever | came into his room on my visits during 
the twilight of his life | found him reading the Bible. 
When Dr. Cohen held the Bible in his loving hands. 
feeble and frail though he was. the man and the Bible 
became a mighty unit, a sacred oneness which was 
deeply moving to behold. Invariably he would look 
gently at me and then ask, “What text are you preach- 
ing on this week?” As I told him he nodded approv- 
ingly. We talked about the text and the Bible portion 
in general. It was during these discussions that Dr. 
Cohen’s brilliant scholarship and oceanic learning 
revealed their scope in all their glory. Granted that his 
favorite subject was the human heart. He knew it 
thoroughly and he healed the broken-hearted. But he 
was also a master in many other fields. So fervently 
does the world honor the memory of Dr. Cohen for his 
humanitarian achievements that it frequently over- 
looks his profound erudition, his command of many 





languages, his embrace of numerous areas of knowl- 





SEPTEMBER, 1952 











edge which made him an authority to whom one could 
turn for basic information and insight on subjects 
ranging from old silver, to tapestry, to Chinese history, 
to Plato, to Maimonides, to the furthermost reaches 
of rabbinic lore. One has only to look at the titles 
of the books of his great library, which he donated 
to the University of Texas, to be persuaded that here 
was a unique, prodigious intellect whose quest for 
knowledge was insatiable and who was at home every- 
where in the world. If the greatness of a rabbi consists 
of a blending of saintliness and scholarship and broth- 
erly love, all dedicated to the service of God—then 
Dr. Cohen belongs among the greatest spiritual leaders 


of all time. 


His Last Service 

During the nine months that he lived after the death 
of his wonderful wife. “Miss Mollie.” he never failed, 
until confined to his bed, to attend Sabbath services. 
Most of these services were observed in Temple Beth 
Israel of Houston. Whenever he was present he de- 
lighted to read the Torah portion of the day. And at 
the close of the service it was our blessed privilege 
to call upon him to offer the benediction. None of us 
who were present will ever forget the sound of his 
appealing voice as he lifted up his hands and prayed 
for God’s love to rest upon us. On those occasions 
when a boy was being “Bar Mitzvah,” he talked to the 
lad. As he did this all eyes filled with tears because 
what he said reached the soul and because the blessing 
of a boy by an aged, venerable rabbi is always so 
beautiful. 

One Sabbath morning he entered the temple a trifle 
late. He seemed shaken and was very pale. I did 
not expect him to mount the steps of the altar and 
read. as he always did, from the Torah. Indeed his 
supremely Annie Nathan 
Cohen, had phoned me earlier and urged me not to 
call upon him since he had just passed through a 
shattering night. She had tried to keep him home but 
in vain. But as the doors of the Ark opened and | 
brought forth the Torah and proclaimed the Sh’ma, 
I saw him come forward. Holding on to the side of 


devoted daughter-in-law. 


the pulpit, he ascended resolutely and stood waiting 
to read. Firmly he pronounced the blessing and with- 
out hesitation he read from the Sacred Scroll. When 
he had concluded | congratulated him. And he replied, 
“| promised the doctor that I would not walk up any 
steps—but these steps lead to God’s altar.” 

This was the last time that he was able to come to 
temple on the Sabbath. The next time that he came 
into a Sanctuary was after he died and his body lay 
in state before God's altar in Galveston. 

One afternoon, not long before he was taken to the 
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Academy on High. Dr. Cohen and I were talking when 
he interrupted his line of thought to exclaim, “Mollie, 
Mollie!” Then he paused and sighed, “Oh, I forgot, 
she is dead.” And then he said. “No. she is not dead. 
She is always with me. Mollie is always with me.” 
And she was always with him even as now they are 


together in God’s Eternal Kingdom. 


His Views on the Rabbinate 

Whenever I visited with Dr. Cohen during those 
closing months of his life, | would seek his advice on 
a variety of problems. I shall always remember what 
he said when I asked him what he considered to be 
the right course of action a rabbi should take concern- 
ing civic affairs. | said, “Many people insist that the 
minister must stay out of political and other contro- 
versial issues. These people declare that the rabbi 
should stay within the confines of expounding on the 
Bible, of explaining Judaism, of teaching Jewish 
history. What is your opinion, Dr. Cohen?” And he 
answered, “The rabbi who is a busy-body politician 
does more harm than good. But,” he continued very 
solemnly, “when a question of justice versus injustice 
is before the public, then it is moral cowardice on the 
part of the rabbi to run away from the issue. A rabbi 
must always stand up for the righteous cause. To be 
sure, the rabbi should study the question thoroughly. 
He must be as certain as he can possibly be that he 
understands the problem. Yet once he makes up his 
mind, on a knowledge of the facts involved, let him 
champion fearlessly the side of justice. Of course. 
there will be criticism. There are always those who 
try to silence the minister. Even threaten him. I know. 
for I have been threatened on more than one occasion. 
But in the end the rabbi. the minister who speaks in 
behalf of justice, will bee vindicated.” Then, very 
quietly, Dr. Cohen said, “What good is a rabbi who is 
afraid? For that matter, what good is anybody who is 
silent before the outrages of injustice?” 

The fact is undeniable that Dr. Henry Cohen, age 
eighty-nine, died at the home of his beloved son, 
Harry, in Houston, Texas, on Thursday, June 12, 1952. 
It is undeniable that flags were at half-mast, and all 
places of business were closed on the afternoon of his 
funeral in Galveston. Consult the newspapers, the 
Bureau of Vital Statistics, the death certificate signed 
by his physician and you will find this fact of his 
demise to be so recorded. 

Sut the truth, equally undeniable, is that he still 
lives in Texas. Ask the people, old and young, white 
and colored, Jew and Christian, all who knew and 
loved him and were touched and influenced by his 
example and teachings—and they will testify that he 


still lives. 
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English Liberal Judaism Turns Fifty 


by Sefton David Temkin 


Dave YEARS AGO. in October, 1902, a new movement 
stirred the placid waters of the Jewish community of 
London. At a well-known hotel Jewish services were 
being held on unheard-of lines: English predominated, 
men and women sat together, worshippers were hat- 
less—things which might be whispered as happening in 
the far off West, but scarcely regarded as possible in the 
staid English capital. These services were organized by 
the newly-established Jewish Religious Union, and they 
marked the beginning of Liberal Judaism in England. 

In 1902 English Jewry was (as it still is) predomi- 
nantly Orthodox. Aside from the ancient, but numeri- 
cally insignificant, Spanish and Portuguese congrega- 
tion (itself strictly Orthodox), the great majority of 
synagogues acepted the authority of the Chief Rabbi. 
Ritual change was taboo, and progressive religious 
thinking was liable to be anathematized. It is true that 
in 1840 a “Reform” synagogue had been established— 
the large and fashionable West London Synagogue of 
British Jews—whose founders had been the object of 
a bull of excommunication handed down by the Ortho- 
dox ecclesiastical authorities. The West London Syna- 
gogue grew in numbers and influence, but its so-called 
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Reform position involved little divergence from Ortho- 
doxy; it showed a resistance to innovation no easier to 
break down than that of the Orthodox hierarchy, while 
none of its leaders was concerned actively to propagate 
a distinctive set of doctrines. 

The Liberal movement was the outcome of dissatis- 
faction in both the Orthodox and Reform camps. Here 
mention must be made of two of the “three M’s” whose 
personalities have dominated English Liberal Judaism. 
Claude G. Montefiore (1858-1938) was the scion of 
one of England’s most distinguished Jewish families. A 
brilliant scholar at Balliol College, Oxford, he had at 
one time entertained the idea of entering the ministry 
of the West London Synagogue, to which he remained 
attached throughout his life. The static religious posi- 
tion of that synagogue made him change his mind; 
nevertheless, he went to Berlin to continue his rabbinic 
studies, and his books earned him a considerable repu- 
tation as a theologian and Bible scholar. But Montefiore 
was a philanthropist and public worker as well. Israel 
Zangwill summed up his reputation when he wrote: 


Of men like you earth holds but few 

An angel—with a revenue. 
Claude Montefiore was president and chief spiritual 
guide of the new Jewish Religious Union. Its organizing 
genius was its honorary secretary, Miss Lily Montagu, 


(Continued on page 24) 





The Three ‘‘M’s”’ of English Liberal Judaism: MONTEFIORE, MONTAGU, and MATTUCK 


12 


SEPTEMBER, 1952 i 














sZa 


Bringing Religion to the Front 
by Aryeh Lev 


\ HEN the Korean “incident” turned into a pro- 


tracted “police action,” our government decided to 
build up the military forces to a partial mobilization 
basis, and in consequence, hundreds of thousands of 
young men were put into uniform from the Reserves 
or through Selective Service. The three-million-man 
force authorized by Congress required approximately 
three thousand chaplains. The need for Jewish chap- 
lains was appraised as 3.7 per cent of that number; the 
figure of 111 chaplains was set as the goal for the 
American Jewish community and the rabbinate to meet 
at the earliest possible moment. 

Despite the very real, constant, and substantial difh- 
culties under which the rabbinate’s voluntary draft 
system is functioning, it has fully met the practical 
test: furnishing chaplains to the military steadily and 
efficiently. We have not yet reached our goal of 111 
chaplains. By November 1, 1952, however, a total of 
over one hundred Jewish chaplains will be in full- 
time military service; of these, approximately 37 will 
be Reform rabbis. 

The resourcefulness of the Jewish chaplains, partic- 
ularly of those serving in Korea, as indicated in their 
letters to the National Jewish Welfare Board, has been 
amazing. “On Erev Yom Kippur,” one of them re- 
ported, “a plane flew over and dropped leaflets an- 
nouncing a U. N. push. I secured several leaflets from 
a Korean, and on them I printed —up and down, 
Korean style—the notice of our Yom Kippur services. 
One of the officers took the leaflets and rushed off to 
show them to the Commanding Officer. I was later told 
that the interpreter started to translate, but when he 
reached my message he stopped in bewilderment. 
Thereupon the C. O. took the sheet and began to read. 
His reaction was one of amazement: ‘Have all the leaf- 
lets got this? Is the chaplain advertising by plane?’ 
The result was that the C.O. made sure that all the 





men went to services—and took a personal interest in 


their fasting.” 

When the war in Korea broke out Rabbi Solomon B. 
Freehof, then the chairman of the Division of Religious 
Activities of the National Jewish Welfare Board, said: 

“The national rabbinical organizations, working 
through the Division of Religious Activities of the 





Rabbi Lev is director of the Division of Religious Activities 
of the National Jewish Welfare Board. 
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National Jewish Welfare Board, will go all-out to make 
sure that the religious needs of the Jewish personnel in 
the armed forces are met adequately. The American 
Jewish community is anxious and ready to do every- 
thing within its power to aid our government to combat 
and overthrow those world forces which are seeking to 
destroy the democratic way of life.” 

With grim recognition of the urgency of the situa- 
tion, the three major rabbinic bodies—the Central Con- 
ference of American Rabbis (Reform), the Rabbinical 
Assembly of America (Conservative), and the Rabbin- 
ical Council of America (Orthodox )—set to work on 
a joint chaplaincy procurement effort. 

To the eternal credit of the American rabbinate, re- 
solved to provide an adequate number of highly quali- 
fied Jewish chaplains for the Jewish personnel in the 
military, the Reform, the Conservative, and the Ortho- 
dox groups imposed on themselves a voluntary draft— 
in this case no contradiction in terms, since each body 
was setting up its own “selective service system” by its 
own, not a government, directive. This program, co- 
ordinated through the Division of Religious Activities 
of the National Jewish Welfare Board, has been func- 
tioning effectively in the two years since it was set up. 
This is a major accomplishment. 

Jewish chaplains are doing their traditionally helpful 
and conscientious job of providing spiritual nourish- 
ment for the steadily mounting number of Jewish men 
and women wearing the uniform of the United States. 
Full-time and part-time chaplains are rendering service 
at nearly six hundred military installations and other 
federal institutions throughout the country, including 
close to 150 Veterans Administration hospitals. Abroad, 
the same spirit of comprehensive service marks the 
achievement of our Jewish chaplains. The volume of 
their work has risen inevitably with the ever-increas- 
ing numbers of American GI’s arriving in Asia and in 
Europe. Our chaplains are ready, willing and able to 
keep extending the scope of their ministry. 

No better summation of the entire matter could be 
provided than to quote the closing words of Rabbi 
Freehof’s statement: 

“The rabbis of America may be counted upon to re- 
spond quickly and generously to the need for addi- 
tional Jewish military chaplains. Wherever our men 
may be summoned to fight and, if need be, to die, 
there, God willing, our chaplains shall go with them.” 
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War on Indifference 


by Sylvan Lebow 


Executive Director, National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods 


Wis THE political campaign to elect a President 
of the U.S. ends in November, another campaign to 
stress the values of Religion in American Life will 
begin. 

Through the RIAL program, as it is known, Ameri- 
can business and the advertising industry bring to the 
firing line of our religious institutions for the first 
time the big guns of mass communication. They will 
start booming in November, with $5,000,000 worth of 
free advertising in newspapers and magazines, on bill- 
boards and car cards. and on television and radio. 

Target of the campaign will be the person with a 
“recollection” of religion. the occasional worshipper. 
who. public opinion polls sadly reveal. is the average 
man. He recognizes in Godless Communism the great- 
est threat to democracy, which has its very bedrock in 
religious inspiration. Like all Americans, he would 
fight to preserve freedom of religion. and yet he un- 
thinkingly practices freedom from religion. 
Message Aimed at Parents and Children 

This year’s RIAL message will be a powerful one— 
“Show Them the Way This Week.” It will be directed 
to the children as the leverage to bring their parents 


to religious services, and to the parents to develop in 





how them the Way 


Gs 


ae 


Religion in American Life Poster: **. . . Five Million Dollars’ Worth of Free Advertising . . . 
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their children the habit of regular attendance as a 
means of giving security and balance to their lives. 

RIAL’s purpose is to emphasize the importance of 
all religious institutions in American life. and to urge 
everyone to attend and support the church or syna- 
gogue of his choice. The period of emphasis is the 
entire month of November, but the impact will be felt 
and followed up throughout the year. 

The program is sponsored by a National Laymen’s 
Committee, headed by Charles FE. Wilson. former 
director of the Office of Defense Mobilization. and is 
composed of representatives of the three major faiths. 
Lewis L. Strauss recently accepted an appointment as 
vice-chairman and Roger W. Straus, honorary presi- 
dent of the National Federation of Temple Brother- 
hoods, also is a member of the committee. Charles 
Friedman, another of our honorary members and past 
national chairman of the Jewish Chautauqua Society. 
is a member of the Finance Committee. 

Twenty-two religious bodies back the program with 
financial support and full participation. One of the 
latest to join is the Union of American Hebrew Con- 
gregations. and | am privileged to serve as the UAHC 
representative on RIAL’s Planning and Action Com- 


mittee. This affiliation gives us a voice in the manage- 
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ment of RIAL. While campaigns of the three previous 
years of RIAL’s history were principally directed to 
stimulating church attendance, the 1952 campaign will 
be truly non-sectarian. 

To capitalize at the local temple level on the reli- 
gious consciousness that will be reawakened by this 
national advertising, the board of directors of the 
National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods, meeting 
at New Orleans last May, approved an intensive temple 
attendance project. It is a major part of what we are 
calling a “War on Indifference.” It is designed to stim- 
ulate regular temple attendance by all members of 
the congregation, their families and friends. It is not 
intended that this project be limited to brotherhood 
members, but that the men’s club be used to spearhead 
it in the congregation. At the House of Living Judaism 
we are coordinating it with all departments of the 
Union. The kick-off will be in 


project will continue throughout the year. 


November, but the 


We have designed a special Temple Attendance Kit 
for this effort, and sent it to our congregation and 
men’s club presidents and rabbis. It contains an organ- 
izational plan for local temple attendance drives, and 
includes such techniques as a house-to-house canvass 
of congregational members and telephone and mail 
campaigns, for which new literature is provided. Spe- 
cial types of Sabbath services, developed by the UAHC 
and its congregations, also are incorporated. 

Making Temple Attendance Fashionable 

Among the suggestions is to organize a committee 
to seek elimination of competitive Friday night social 
engagements. In those communities where it has been 


made iashionable to go to temple, worship services are 
well attended. Creation of this attitude requires a 
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Temple 
Project Stresses the Family Worship 
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Right) Reverence for the Sabbath 
is Engendered by Attractive Temple 
Attendance Cards in the NFTB Kit. 


Attendance 


Children are the 





They who take pleasure 
in the Sabbath shall td 
peace and joy 





determined and devoted effort, but it can be done. The 
matter of local leadership is exceedingly important. 

Attend temple services regularly during November, 
and at the end of the month check whether you have 
(1) Did it make you a 
Did you set a better ex- 


realized these advantages: 
better man or woman? (2) 
ample for your family (particularly your children), 
friends and neighbors? (3) Did you find inner peace 
and inspiration ? 

Those who come to temple services regularly gener- 
ally go away with a refreshed spirit to cope with their 
problems. Physicians frequently have attested that in 
these days of tensions, people who attend religious 
services are less neurotic than those who do not. 

Church groups which conducted local follow-up 
campaigns on the RIAL drives have produced startling 
results. Attendance increased from 20 per cent to as 
high as 80 per cent in some communities, and the good 
habits formed during November continued long after. 
If the churches can do it, so can the temples. 

What will it cost? Maybe it will cost your congrega- 
tion and its affiliates a little money to put on a success- 
ful temple attendance drive, but what item in a temple 
budget has more justification? It certainly will cost 
the members of the congregation some of their valu- 
able time, at least an hour or two a week to attend 
services, but what time could be better spent to refuel 
for the higher values of life? 

This is the beginning of a Jewish laymen’s revival, 
giving religion a higher priority in our lives. We 
Jews, who gave the world religion, have much to 
contribute to Religion in American Life. In this “War 
on Indifference” we are attempting to mobilize every 
Jew in America. Anything short of total war is not 


likely to win a victory. 
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New Year with a Goal 


by HAROLD W. DUBINSKY 


President, National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods 


L, Is my sincere hope that our New 
Year, 5713, will see a great resurgence 
of interest in affairs of the Temple. 
The Executive Board of the National 
Federation of Temple Brotherhoods 
at its last meeting in New Orleans in 
May. wholeheartedly approved a plan 
which in effect declared a “War on 
Indifference.” This crusade will have 


four goals: 


1. Temple Attendance 

As outlined in detail on the pre- 
ceding pages by our executive direc- 
tor, Sylvan Lebow, this project will 
open in November with a concerted 
drive by our 253 Men’s Clubs through- 
out the country to stimulate Temple 
attendance. The kick-off will be timed 
to coordinate with Religion in Amer- 
ican Life, the nation-wide non-secta- 
rian campaign to stimulate church 
and synagogue attendance and support. 


2. Temple Assistance 

NFTB plans more emphasis on mo- 
bilizing the manpower of its clubs to 
strengthen and advance Temple af- 
fairs. This means active participation 
in the many phases of Temple admin- 
istration. It means, among other 
things, the manpower to help in dues 
raising efforts to balance Temple 
budgets, and to help solicit more finan- 
cial support for the Combined Cam- 
paign of the UAHC and HUC-JIR, 
so that these vital institutions of our 
faith may have the necessary dollars 
for the attainment of their goals. 


NFTB, with its 50,000 members, can 
become a more potent force in the 
affairs of the Temple, locally and 
nationally. 

Incidentally, twenty-one brother- 
hoods were added to the roster during 
1951-52, bringing the total number of 
affiliates to 253. This gives us added 
strength to achieve our common aims. 


3. Better Programming 

In this materialistic age, with its 
many diversions, many Men’s Clubs 
are having a difficult time attaining 
satisfactory attendance at meetings. 
It is our hope that NFTB will offer 
more help to its clubs and stimulate 
them to offer more appealing pro- 
grams to overcome this growing in- 
difference. 


1. Support of JCS 


Our final goal is a more concerted 
campaign to get our clubs to redouble 
their efforts to secure many thousands 
of new members of the Jewish Chau- 
tauqua Society. Then, this fine edu- 
cational inter-faith program no longer 
will be in the unhappy position of 
not being able, for lack of funds, to 
fulfill the demands for the services of 
its Rabbis in the colleges and Chris- 
tian church summer camps. 

These are our goals for this New 
Year. In one way or another, all of 
you can help toward their attainment. 
May the New Year bring you and 
your family God’s blessings in health, 
happiness and peace. 
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Board Meeting Produces 
Far-Reaching Decisions 


A three-day meeting of the NFTB-JCS 
Executive Board at New Orleans May 
11-13 produced far-reaching decisions 
for more intensive brotherhood ac- 
tivity. Ample time was allowed for 
committee draft recom- 
mendations for Board action on fu- 


sessions to 


ture programming. 

NFTB’s goal for the coming year 
is greatly expanded service to its 
member clubs. In addition to its regu- 
lar services, NFTB will provide an 
improved service bulletin for local 
board members, an outstanding new 
speakers bureau, a revised and up-to- 
date program guide, and much more 
field work, both lay and professional. 

A major effort will be the temple 
attendance project, described  else- 
where in this issue, in November. 

An evaluation of brotherhood serv- 
ices, sent to all clubs in August, will 
pave the way for many new and im- 
proved services. 

The iong-awaited survey of the 
laity’s opinions of Jewish ceremonies 
and practices will be launched in 
September. It is expected to prove a 
vital factor in shaping the future of 
Reform Judaism in America. 

Principal achievement of the Jew- 
ish Chautauqua Society Board at the 
New Orleans meeting was positive ac- 
tion to give the brotherhoods a much 
needed JCS movie. Efforts will be 
made to produce the film. 

A program was launched to retain 
the interest of young people in the 
temple, as outlined by NFTB’s Youth 
Activities Committee. It includes sup- 
port of summer camp programs and 
sponsorship of collegiate Sabbath and 
breakfast meetings, and recommends 
that each brotherhood appoint a youth 
activities chairman for local work 
with young people of the congregation. 

The Jewish Layman Award Com- 
mittee cited the Men’s Club of Rodef 
Shalom Temple, Pittsburgh, for its 
progressive and outstanding work in 
brotherhood activities during the year. 

Board members and their wives 
were gratified by the hospitality 
of three New Orleans brotherhoods. 
NFTB Board Member Moise Bloch 
served as local chairman. Dinner 
parties at world famous New Orleans 
restaurants, specially conducted tours 
of the French Quarter, and other en- 
joyable functions made the visit a 
memorable one for the Board. 


NETB newsreel 





Reports of LOCAL Brotherhood Activities 


PHOENIX: NFTB Board Member Allen 
Rosenberg was an elected delegate to the 
national Democratic Convention at Chi- 
cago. He is past-president of the TEMPLE 
Betu Israet MEN’s Cuus. 


BUFFALO: Sylvan Lebow, NFTB ex- 
ecutive director, addressed the 63rd an- 
nual convention of the Central Confer- 
ence of American Rabbis, June 11 at the 
Hotel Statler. 


BROOKLYN: The Men’s CLus oF 
TempLe AHAVATH SHOLOM staged a fam- 
ily “weekend” at the Swan Lake Hotel, 
June 13 through 16 for Men’s Club mem- 
bers, wives, and children. 


WEST HEMPSTEAD: NFTB assistant 
executive director Justin D. Rothman in- 
stalled the newly elected officers of the 
Men's CLup or THE NAssAu COMMUNITY 
TempLe, June 24. 


WHITE PLAINS: The Men’s CounciL 
OF THE JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER in 
conjunction with the Women’s Guild put 
on “Community Capers,” an original 
musical revue. A cast of 100 participated 
in this show, composed of original music, 
lyrics, scenery created and built by the 
men of the brotherhood. The show was 
sold out for the two nights it played. 


FRESNO: Tempe Betu ISRAEL’S 
Men’s Cxius held a mid-summer meeting 
on July 30 to launch its full program. 


HOLLYWOOD: Temp.e IsraeL MEN’s 
CLuB was entertained at its May 22 steak 
dinner meeting by the Temple Israel 
women’s choral group, which staged a 
costumed Gay Nineties Revue. Old-time 
favorites were sung as well as a medley 
of Hebrew melodies. 


ST. LOUIS: At the last regular meet- 
ing of the TempLe Men’s Cups oF St. 
Louis, Mr, Emil Green was elected Presi- 
dent and Mr. Albert Markenson was 
elected Secretary. They are both members 
of the Unireo Hesrew CONGREGATION. 
Plans are now being formulated for the 
forthcoming convention of the National 
Federation of Temple Brotherhoods to 
be held in St. Louis in November, 1953. 

NFTB President Harold W. Dubinsky 
was invited by one of the St. Louis radio 
stations in July to speak on the objec- 
tives of the temple brotherhood and 
Chautauqua organizations. 

A fifteen-minute daily temple religious 
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service is conducted by members of TEm- 
PLE IsrAEL MeEn’s CLus in cooperation 
with Rabbi Isserman. 


BIRMINGHAM: Temple EMANU-EL 
Men’s Cius had NFTB Board Member 
Edwin J. Oppenheim of Harrisburg, Pa., 
as its guest speaker in May. Ed handled 
the assignment on the way home from 
the NF TB Board meeting in New Orleans. 


TEANECK: The Bercen County Re- 
FORM TEMPLE MEN’s CLus undertook the 
renovation of an old private home to 
house their temple, which is relocating 
from Hackensack. The Men’s Club is in 
process of a revitalization under new 
leadership, headed by President Arnold 
Goldfinger and Secretary Daniel Mandel. 


SPRING VALLEY, N. Y.: TemPLe 
BetH Et MeEn’s Cus continued opera- 
tions with a highly successful program 
during the summer. Monthly Sunday 
breakfast meetings were held on the lawn 
of Irving Siegel’s home in Monsey. The 
Brotherhood cooperated in an inspiring 
congregation “Service under the Stars” 
there August 1. An Antique Show, spon- 
sored jointly with the Sisterhood, pro- 
duced a good financial return. The men’s 
club is taking an active interest in the 
youth of the congregation. 

Another worth while project of the club 
has been to take people from the Vaca- 
tion Home for the Blind to temple serv- 
ices, entertain them later and_ provide 
them with copies of the Union Prayer- 
book in Braille. The summer program of 
this new club has brought about a large 
membership increase, and attendance has 
been excellent. 





The Perfect Gift 
“This Is Judaism”’ 


by FerpInAND M. IssERMAN 


An outline of Reform Ju- 
daism, used in study groups, 
universities, and confirmation 
classes. 


$3.00 per copy 


SINAI BOOK SERVICE 
5017 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 8, Missouri 
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Jewish Chautauqua Society 


Educational Project of the Temple Brotherhoods 


Dispelling Prejudice through Education 


Many are the warm human experi- 
ences encountered in the Jewish 
Chautauqua Society interfaith adven- 
ture. Here are a few, culled from re- 
ports of rabbis who were assigned by 
JCS to various sessions of the Metho- 
dist Summer Church Camp at Jumon- 
ville, Pa., in the Alleghany Mountains 
near Uniontown. 

Rabbi Burton E. Levinson. of Tem- 
ple Sinai, Pittsburgh, who visited the 
camp for the seventh consecutive 
year, writes: 

“It is hard to realize the far-reach- 
ing effects of a Chautauqua engage- 
ment. but who would dream that it 
would bring a Jewish prayer to the 
primitive interior of Africa? 

“I had two very interesting room- 
mates at the camp. One was Eduard 
Muldane, a native African student 
studying sociology in this country. He 
was fascinated by the presence of a 
rabbi. Could I tell him anything about 
the Jews? Did they believe in God? 
He had never seen a 
gave him a copy of the Union Prayer- 
book. Before I left, Eduard told me 
he was going to translate the prayer, 
‘Grant Us Peace,’ into his native Bantu 
language and distribute it among his 


synagogue. I 


people. 

“My other roommate was an infan- 
tile paralysis victim who taught arts 
and crafts. We spent many hours to- 
gether. He wanted some Jewish pray- 
ers that might be of help. He felt so 
alone at times. He read the Prayer 
Cards distributed by the Jewish Chau- 
tauqua Society. He asked me whether 
he could keep them. They seemed to 
answer his need and his problem. This 
was but one of the many services | 
was able to perform. 

“There were 300 boys and girls, 
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ages 12-15, at Jumonville. In six one- 
hour sessions I taught the essential 
beliefs of Judaism, the story of our 
observances, and discussed problems 
of intergroup relationships. But most 
education took place in bull sessions, 
at the dinner table, by the swimming 
pool, on hikes. in the evening under 
the stars. “Why don't Jews believe in 
Jesus?’ ‘Do rabbis ever marry?’ ‘Why 
do Jews make so much money?’ are 
but a few of the questions put to me.” 


Letter from Camper 

For sheer simplicity and depth of 
feeling. this letter, received by Rabbi 
Nathan Kaber, of Temple Beth Israel, 
Altoona, from one of the teen-agers at 
another session of the same camp, 
best expresses the value of the JCS 


summer camp work: 
Dear Rabbi Kaber: 


I’m not a very important person. In 
fact, I'm not important at all, just 
another camper, but I've been want- 
ing to meet you very badly and the 
harder I try the more I seem to miss 
you. 

I think your religion is a very in- 
teresting one, and the people in your 
church seem to stick together and 
help each other so much. 

I know only two Jewish kids in our 
school and they are just like us, only 
they seem to have something inside 
them, something deep inside them to 
hold onto, and Ive often wondered 
just what it is. 

I think it is very wonderful for you 
to give part of your Summer to teach- 
ing ina Methodist Church Camp and 
trying to help us. | want to thank you 
sincerely for just being here, because 
it has done something to me deep 


down inside which I will never forget. 
Thank you with all my soul. 


Opinions about Jews 


Rabbi Harold B. Waintrup, of Old 
York Road Temple, Abington, Pa.. 
writes: “I a blackboard and 
asked the youngsters before the course 
started to answer questions like: 
‘What is a Jew?’ ‘What is a rabbi?’ 
“What does he teach?’ 

“Interesting as always are their re- 
plies: ‘A Jew is a person from Jeru- 


used 


salem.’ ‘A Jew is a jeweler.’ ‘A Jew is 
a person from a foreign country.’ ‘A 
Jew is a merchant.’ 

“One youngster asked me the first 
day if I really was a Jew. I showed 
him a picture of my blond daughter. 
Another asked me if I wasa Methodist 
before becoming a rabbi. 

“My course consisted of ‘A Bird’s- 
Eye View of Jewish History,’ ‘Holidays 
and Ceremonies. ‘The 
‘The Torah—Its Teachings’ and ‘Code. 
Creed, Cult and Community’ (Reform, 
Conservative and Orthodox Judaism). 
They always ask about the groupings 
among Jews. Many of the counselors 


Synagogue,’ 


sat in on the course. At the dean’s sug- 
gestion. I prepared a list of Hebrew 
hymns and folk songs. which we sang 
after supper one night. 

“T had to play baseball every after- 
noon. with the result aching 
muscles. What we rabbis do for Juda- 
ism! The rumor at camp was not only 
that I was a good Methodist. but also 
a pro ball player. My batting average 
was .800 for three official games. Do 
you think I missed my _ profession?” 

In each instance, the rabbis thanked 
JCS for these experiences, which they 
said were among the most exciting of 
their ministry. 
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Membership Leaders 


Tuirty brotherhoods won awards in 
NFTB’s membership drive by increas- 
ing their membership 20° or more in 
1951-52 over the previous year. 

Here are the grand prize winners 
of recording machines in each class: 

Small Clubs—Temple Beth El Men’s 
Club. Flint. Mich., 200% increase, a 
notable achievement. 

Medium Clubs—Temple Shalom 
Brotherhood, Newton, Mass., 62% in- 
crease. Temple Sharey Tefilo Men’s 
Club, East Orange, N.J., was only 4% 
behind. 

Large Clubs—Temple Israel Men’s 
Club. Detroit. Mich.. 299% increase. 
with 130 new members. 

A similar contest is being held this 


year. 

Here are the top 20 clubs in mem- 
bership: 

City Club Enrollment 
Brookline Ohabei Shalom 1424 
Pittsburgh Rodef Shalom 1274 
Chicago Sholom 1239 
Boston Israel 910 
Buffalo Beth Zion 900 
Chicago Sinai 793 
Cleveland Euclid Avenue 740 
Glencoe, Tl. North Shore 665 
Toronto Holy Blossom 659 
Detroit Beth El 611 
Detroit Israel 580 
Brooklyn Beth Emeth 566 
New York City Emanu-E] 564 
Miiwaukee Emanu-El B. J. 564 
Dallas Emanu-E] 550 
Cincinnati I. M. Wise 511 
St. Louis Israel 190 
Lawrence, Mass. Emanuel 162 
Hartford Beth Israel 157 
Baltimore Oheb Sholom 144 


NFTBRegionalConvention 
at Seattle October 17-19 


\ regional brotherhood convention for 
the Pacific Northwest will be held at 
the New Washington Hotel in Seattle 
October 17-19. 

Large delegations from the temple 
men’s clubs in Portland. Tacoma, and 
Spokane are planning to attend, and 
a special program is being arranged 


for ladies. Harold Poll is chairman 
of the local arrangements, and _ is 


being assisted by NFTB Board Mem- 
ber Harry L. Steiner, George R. Mos- 
ler, president of Temple de Hirsch 
Brotherhood, and a Seattle committee. 

NFTB Executive Director Sylvan 
Lebow will attend the Seattle regional 


during a month’s western field trip. 
A brotherhood regional also is tenta- 
tively scheduled for Los Angeles Oc- 
tober 3-5. Other cities to be included 
in the tour are: Phoenix, Fresno, San 
Francisco, Oakland, Stockton, Sacra- 
mento, Salt Lake City, Denver, Kan- 
sas City, and Omaha. 


JCS Leaders 


Forty-two brotherhoods exceeded 
their JCS quotas in 1951-52, twelve by 
more than 25%. Special awards are 
being presented to their JCS chairmen. 
The leading clubs in percentage of 
quota: 


City Club % of Quota 
New York City West End 284 
Detroit Beth El 156 
New York ¢ ity Israel 146 
Kansas City B'nai Jehudah 138 
Louisville Adath Israel 132 
New York City Mt. Neboh 131 
Des Moines Bnai Jeshurun 129 
New York City Emanu-E]l 129 
Lincoln South St. 128 
Greensboro Emanuel 128 
Birmingham Emanuel 126 
St. Louis Israel 126 
New Rochelle Israel 124 
St. Louis Shaare Emeth 119 
Philadelphia Rodeph Shalom 117 
Phoenix Beth Israel 116 
Davenport Emanuel 116 
Los Angeles Beth Hillel 114 
Glencoe, Ill. North Shore 114 
Chicago Beth Am 113 
Culver City, Cal. Israel 112 
Canton, O. McKinley Ave. 111] 
Dayton Israel 111 
Spokane Temple Men’s Club 111 
Oklahoma City B'nai Israel 109 
Los Angeles Wilshire Blvd. 108 
Brooklyn Beth Sholom 108 
Charlotte Beth El 108 
Erie Anshe Chesed 108 
Pittsburgh Rodef Shalom 105 
Hollywood Israel 104 
Cincinnati Rockdale 104 
Albany Beth Emeth 102 
Chicago Beth EF] 102 
Chicago Mizpah 101 
Los Angeles University 100 
Lexington Adath Israel 100 
Mt. Vernon Sinai 100 
Troy Third St. 100 
Philadelphia Keneseth Israel 100 
Memphis Israel 100 
Roanoke Emanuel 100 





Join 


JCS today! 
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Vint the Land, 
Vows Diwan | 


TRAVEL TO ISRAEL IN ISRAEL SHIPS 
xeaeunun ye 


WEEKLY SAILINGS FROM MARSEILLES, 
FRANCE AND ITALIAN PORTS TO 


Israel 


Know the thrill 
of being a part 
of Israel from 














the moment you 
come aboard ship! 


ONE WAY $84 & up 
ROUND TRIP $1512 8 up 
consult your travel agent 

or the general agents, 





AMERICAN - ISRAELI SHIPPING CO., INC. 
27 William Street. New York 5 
telephone Dighy 4-7600 








For the Sabbath 
and every occasion -y 
when only the best 
is good enough! 


MANISCHEWITZ 


The Traditional 


KOSHER WINE 


PRODUCED AND BOTTLED BY MONARCH WINE COMPANY, INC. 
BUSH TERMINAL, BROOKLYN, N. Y. 
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Sisterhood ‘Topics 


OF THE NATIONAL FEDERATION 
OF TEMPLE SISTERHOODS 


838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 21, NEW YORK 





Sisterhoods Sponsor Four 





Rabbinical Students from Overseas 


Tanks to Sisterhood members, the 
student body of our Reform seminary 
will this year include a quartet of 
young men born overseas who, after 
ordination, will seek pulpits abroad 
to spread the doctrines of Progressive 
Judaism beyond our shores. 

Natives of Turkey, Czechoslovakia, 
Poland and South Africa, these four 
young men are the recipients of resi- 
dence fellowships granted by the Sis- 
terhood’s Scholarship and Religious 
Education Fund. The project is under- 
taken in conjunction with the World 
Union for Progressive Judaism, the 
organization devoted to the interna- 
tional advancement of Liberal Ju- 
daism. 


Each of these young men comes 
highly recommended to the Hebrew 
Union College-Jewish Institute of Re- 
ligion. Dr. Nelson Glueck, president 
of the Seminary, has expressed his 
pleasure at their appointments and is 
sure that their mingling with the stu- 
dent body will be mutually bene- 
ficial. 

From Istanbul comes Isaac Jerus- 
almi, first Turkish student ever to as- 
pire to the Reform rabbinate. Jerus- 
almi attributes his decision to seek a 
career as a Liberal rabbi to the in- 
fluence exerted upon him by reading 
As a Mighty Stream, a collection of 
sermons by the distinguished presi- 
dent-emeritus of the College-Institute, 











DR. NELSON GLUECK, President of the Hebrew Union College-Jewish 
Institute of Religion, welcoming Isaac Jerusalmi of Istanbul to the Cin- 
cinnati campus. 


GREEN 


NEUMAN 
Dr. Julian Morgenstern. Descendant 
of a long line of eminent Turkish rab- 
bis, Jerusalmi is a graduate of the 
Institute of Classical Philology at the 
University of Istanbul. 

Already in Cincinnati is Isaac Neu- 
man, who was born in Poland and 
survived an Austrian concentration 
camp. Neuman became a liaison offi- 
cer for the American Jewish Joint 
Distribution Committee and the Inter- 
national Refugee Organization after 
liberation. In the United States, he 
taught in the religious school of Tem- 
ple Israel, Miami, Florida, before 
entering the University of Cincinnati 
to meet academic requirements for 
the Hebrew Union College. 

Walter Blumenthal will come here 
from faraway South Africa, which is 
one of the major outposts of Reform 
Judaism in the world today. A protege 
of Rabbi Moses C. Weiler, who pio- 
neered in the establishment of Liberal 
Judaism in the Union of South Africa, 
Blumenthal received a B.A. degree 
from the University of Witwatersrand, 
majoring in Hebrew and History and 
also attended the Marist Brothers Col- 
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Mrs. Rosett, NFTS President, Sends High Holy Day Greetings 





come 






1952 





ele én we ee 8d 
THE MESSENGER 
OF Fe HEART * 


THE TALMUD 


lege and Damelin College. 
Another camp 
vivor is Hugo Green, who was born in 
Berehove, Czechoslovakia and_ suf- 
fered in Auschwitz during the war. 
Liberated by U. S. troops in 1945, he 
migrated to England where he became 
a student of the celebrated Rabbi Leo 
Baeck, former chief rabbi of Germany 
who himself had been an inmate of 
Nazi torture camps. Dr. Baeck, presi- 
dent of the World Union and now 
Alumni Visiting Professor at the Col- 
lege-Institute, saw his student brought 
to the United States where ie en- 
rolled at the Hebrew Union College 
pre-rabbinic department and at the 
University of Cincinnati. Green was 
graduated from the latter in 1952 and 
is now prepared to undertake his 
which will lead him to 


concentration sur- 


studies or- 
dination. 

Thus the Sisterhoods assist in the 
further development of the Seminary 
into a truly international institution. 
During the days of Hitler, both stu- 
dents and faculty members were 
brought to the Seminary from Europe. 
They came out of necessity; the new 
group of overseas students come by 
choice. 
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Peace, 


emnmraonar am 


Office of the President 


National Federation of Temple Sisterhoods 
638 Fifth Avenue 


New York 21, N. Y. 


L'SHONO TOVO TIKOSEVU 


efforts toward fulfillment. 


A good year to you and yours! 
May you be inscribed for biessing in the Book of Life! 


My Faith 
By SOPHIE HERMANN BROWN 


I leave the burdens of my life 

And all the weariness and strife 

With Him who orders all my ways 

And knows the limits of my days. 
And so I rest. 


God sent me here with purpose true, 
My ignorance and weakness knew. 
And whether light and darkness fall, 
His tender love is over all. 

And it is best 


Full oft I stumble as I go, 

And tears of sorrow quickly flow, 

But He to whom my grief is known 

Leaves me not long to weep alone. 
He sendeth peace. 


I cannot reach my life’s ideal. 

It towers far above the real. 

But when I[ think of countless years 

Of future life in unknown spheres, 
My murmurings cease. 


Sometimes I feel a helpless child, 

\ poor weed tossed on waters wild. 

And yet God’s skies are over me, 

And yet He rules the wide, wide sea. 
I need not fear. 


TOPICS 























be unto him who is far off and unto him who is near 


Mrs. 


5713 


As we join our brethren in all parts of the earth to praise God for having 
"granted us life, sustained us and brought us unto this day", we give thanks 
for His precious gift of a new day, a new year, a new beginning’ 


In a world struggling through crisis, conflict and confusion, perennially 
searching for a formula by which all men may live in brotherhood and in peace, 
we pray for the day when "the sound of the Shofar shall announce the glad tidings; 


"t 


May God bless all who labor in the cause of peace and may He speed their 


Cordiajly, 


Pte J Kisew- 


Louis A. Rosett, President 


The shadow valley, at the last, 
Where many loved of mine 
passed, 
Seems but a step from night to day. 
For all the new and shrouded day. 
God will be near. 


have 


[Mrs. Brown, who passed away last sum- 
mer, was the mother of Mrs. Maurice 
Eisendrath.—Eb.} 





THE ISRAELI GIFT SHOP SERVICE 


Wishes everyone personally 


A VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR 
And a Successful Season 

TO ALL THE JUDAICA SHOPS 
Write for our Catalogue 


or visit us in our Showroom 
To see our lovely line of 


GIFTS FOR ALL OCCASIONS 


The Israeli Gift Shop Service 
55 West 42 Srreet, New York City 


Mrs. Milton Steinberg, 
Miss Anita Warburg 
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Sisterhood Art Calendar Features View( | 





Views of the Union House of Living 
Judaism-Berg Memorial are featured 
in the new National Federation of 
Temple Sisterhoods Art Calendar for 
5713 (September, 1952, through Au- 
gust, 1953). Sold by local Sisterhoods 
to raise funds for their own treasuries. 
the calendar includes notes of Jewish- 














secular holidays. weekly Bible read- 
ings and space for daily engagements. 

The calendar is a project of the 
NFTS Committee on Jewish Ceremo- 
nials and Art, of which Mrs. J. Walter 
Freiberg. Sr.. of Cincinnati, is chair- 
man. It contains seven striking inte- 
rior and exterior views of the building 
by photographer Richard Wurts of 
Wurts Brothers. New York. Five of 
them are reproduced on these pages. 

Designed by Harry M. Prince. New 
York architect. the seven-story House 
of Living Judaism was chosen by the 
Fifth Avenue Association of New 
York as the outstanding institutional- 
type edifice completed in the area in 
the two years ending January. 1952. 

Mrs. Edward B. Schulkind. presi- 
dent of the Women’s Auxiliary of 
Congregation Emanu-El, New York. 
is the chairman of the NFTS House 
of Living Judaism project. 








$0; 138. @@) ae): LIVING 
JUDAISM 





THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ ROOM (top). 
Panelled in Korina wood, the handsome 
Board of Directors’ Room has been fur- 
nished in his memory by the friends of the 
late Jacob Aronson, beloved Honorary 
Chairman of the Executive Board of the 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations, 
during whose term of active leadership of 
the Union, the House of Living Judaism- 
Berg Memorial was started. A portrait of 
Mr. Aronson, by the distinguihsed Ameri- 
can-Jewish artist, Mr. Joseph Margolies, 
hangs upon the south wall. 


THE BOOK OF LIVING JUDAISM (bottom). 
A contributor of the NFTS House of Living 
Judaism Project has the privilege of record- 
ing, for each $10 contribution, his own 
name and the name of another ‘*In Honor”’ 
or “In Memory.’’ Names are now being ac- 
cepted for Volume II. 
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wi Union House of Living Judaism 








The seal of the Union of American Hebrew Congrega- 
tions, in bronze, lies in the center of the terrazzo floor. 
; The columns are of Cassino rose marble. Plaques de- 

picting the cycle of the Jewish religious year decorate 

the arches. The exhibit cases show ceremonial objects 
on loan from the Museum of the Hebrew Union College- 

Jewish Institute of Religion. 


| THE LOBBY, looking toward the doors of the Chapel. 
i 
i 








THE NFTS PRESIDENT’S ROOM. The sixth floor of 
the Union House of Living Judaism-Berg Memorial is 
the center of Sisterhood activities. The attractively 
furnished President’s Room is one of several rooms 
available for Committee meetings. The interesting 
table lamps are made from discarded pattern rollers 
used in the printing of wallpaper. 





THE SISTERHOOD LOUNGE, in warm tones of blue, 
brown and gold, is the main reception room for the 
Union House of Living Judaism-Berg Memorial. The 
Guest Register lies upon the desk and the Book of Living 
Judaism upon the table. 
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English Liberal Judaism 
(Continued from page 12) 


still in harness, though next year she will celebrate her 
eightieth birthday. A daughter of the rigidly Orthodox 
Sir Samuel Montagu, member of Parliament and subse- 
quently ennobled as Baron Swaythling, Miss Montagu, 
scarcely out of girlhood, began a distinguished career 
of voluntary social work among the poor of London. 
She urgently felt the need for an interpretation of Juda- 
ism which would be more fitting to the needs of the 
twentieth century, and, after consulting with Claude 
Montefiore, began to organize the Jewish Religious 
Union. They were joined by leading members, clerical 
and lay, of all sections of the Jewish community. Their 
aim was not to establish a new synagogue but to pro- 
vide services whose liturgy and pulpit teachings would 
be free from the constraints which affected the existing 
synagogues. 

They were denounced by the Chief Rabbi, and the 
ministers under his jurisdiction were forced to with- 
draw from the new movement. Nevertheless, the Union 
continued with its services, but the time came when its 
leaders felt their efforts must fail unless they assumed 
full activities of congregational life. Hence the decision 
to establish the Liberal Jewish Synagogue. 

Here we come to the third of the “three M’s.” A 
rabbi was needed and Claude Montefiore paid a visit to 
the United States with the object of finding a spiritual 
leader for the infant synagogue. His choice fell upon 
Israel 1. Mattuck, a young graduate of Hebrew Union 
College who was then ministering at Far Rockaway. It 
is no exaggeration to say that since his appointment in 
1912 Rabbi Mattuck, by force of his personality, his 
eloquence and his skill as an organizer, has dominated 
the Liberal Jewish movement in England. In spite of 
opposition the Liberal Jewish Synagogue moved for- 
ward. It quickly outgrew the first building, and in 1925 
erected a stately edifice in St. Johns Wood Road, just 
opposite the home of English cricket. Its location, oppo- 
site Lords Cricket Ground (mecca of the game in Eng- 
land), gave rise to the jest that the new synagogue was 
“not on the Lord’s side.” In 1940 the synagogue build- 
ing received a direct hit from a German bomb and was 
rendered unusable, but under Mattuck’s leadership its 
activities continued without intermission. As soon as 
the war was over the congregation set about the task of 
rebuilding its shrine, and it was rededicated with due 
ceremonial in 1951. 

The Jewish Religious Union (now known as the 
Union of Liberal and Progressive Synagogues) re- 
mained in existence and established congregations in 
several parts of London and in provincial towns. Its 
development was aided by its close links with America. 


Not only Dr. Mattuck, but several of his associates were 
graduates of Hebrew Union College: Rabbis Morris 
Goldstein, Solomon E. Starrels, Raphael Levine, David 
Seligson—all crossed the Atlantic to do pioneer work 
in England. Leslie I. Edgar (Dr. Mattuck’s son-in-law 
and successor) was educated in England, but received 
the degree of rabbi, honoris causa, at Cincinnati. For a 
time the Liberal Synagogue used the Union Prayer- 
book, and its own liturgy reflects much of the spirit of 
American compilation. This association has received 
organizational expression in the World Union for Pro- 
gressive Judaism. Established in 1926 on Miss Mon- 
tagu’s initiative (she has acted as honorary secretary 
throughout), the World Union has always counted 
among its active constituents the UAHC and the Cen- 
tral Conference of American Rabbis. 

It is to be emphasized that in England 90 per cent of 
the synagogues adhere to the Orthodox ritual and ac- 
cept the jurisdiction of the Orthodox Chief Rabbi. 
Orthodoxy has the position of an “Established Church” 
in the Jewish community, and analogous to the posi- 
tion of the Episcopal church in England as a whole. 
The leaders of Liberal Judaism have had to battle 
against the view that they are “splitting the commu- 
nity.” As a minority they have from time to time had 
occasion to complain of intolerance. Only recently they 
had to fight for the right to be admitted on equal terms 
to the Board of Deputies of British Jews, the representa- 
tive body of half the Jewish community. 

It is generally true that English Liberal Judaism 
adopted the standpoint of “classic reform” as expound- 
ed in the Pittsburgh Platform and developed by Isaac 
Mayer Wise, Kaufmann Kohler and their colleagues. 
Whether a plant which grew out of the virgin soil of a 
pioneer country would flourish in the conservative cli- 
mate of England was inevitably a matter of doubt. 
Tradition is deeply rooted in every branch of English 
social, political and religious life, and deviations from 
Jewish tradition, which in America are accepted as the 
norm, tend to alienate the English Jew even though he 
has moved from Orthodoxy. After all, Liberal Judaism. 
which did succeed in capturing the most influential 
section of German Jewry, took on a form there very 
different from that of America. Moreover, the trend 
away from “classic reform,” which has considerably 
affected the movement in America, has yet to be felt in 
the opposite number in England, especially where Zion- 
ism and Israel are concerned. As they celebrate their 
jubilee the Liberal Jews of England can look with satis- 
faction upon the efforts that have gone into the build- 
ing of their movement. They can be proud of the caliber 
of those who founded it, and in that pride they may be 
impelled to forge a leadership worthy of its great be- 


ginnings. 
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Books Briefly Reviewed 


FALLEN AnceELs. By Bernard J. Bam- 
berger. Jewish Publication Society. 
$4.00. 


The rabbi of New York’s West End 
Synagogue has traced the answers 
men of many faiths have given to the 
question of evil in the world in pur- 
suit of an explanation for the pain and 
suffering that befalls those seemingly 
innocent, not deserving of their fate. 
Here is a collection of myths concern- 
ing the angels lured to sin, of the 
Christian Devil, God’s enemy, and the 
Jewish Devil, God’s prosecuting at- 
torney. A masterful and revealing 
presentation. 


TONGUE OF THE PropHets. By Robert 
St. John. Doubleday. $4.00. 


In fresh, flowing journalese, the au- 
thor. a non-Jew, succeeds in vivifying 
the career of the one man in human 
history, Eleazar ben Yehudah, who 
succeeded in bringing back to life 
and common usage a “dead” language. 
This picture of Jewish life in Jerusa- 
lem and on the Continent in the last 
part of the 19th century is a delightful 
literary excursion. 


Lire Is with Peopte. By Mark Zbo- 
rowsky and Elizabeth Herzog. Inter- 
national Universities Press. $5.00. 

The small Jewish town of Eastern 
Europe, the renowned shtetl, is exam- 
ined by anthropologists and sociolo- 
gists with keen but warm and sym- 
pathetic appreciation. The life of that 
now lost Jewry is portrayed with bright 
detail and scholarly breadth. This is 
not only a valuable study but enjoy- 
able reading. 


AspHALT AND Desire. By Frederic 
Morton. Brace. $3.00. 


A Jewish girl from the Bronx, intoxi- 
cated by the new world she finds at 
Hunter College, suddenly sees herself 
“sky-high above the Bronx, its shabby 
little folkways and subways.” A search- 
ing study of the mentality of New 
York City’s young Jews, their rebel- 
lion and their accommodation to the 
reality of their milieu, its “subway 
mentality, middleclassitis and stam- 
pede for the ‘buck’.” 
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THE WispoM OF THE TALMup. By Ben 
Zion Bokser. Philosophical Library. 
New York. 


A splendid guide to those who cannot 
taste the rich flavor of the Talmud 
itself. The author has provided a well- 
written account of the Talmudic era 
and a concise, clear exposition of the 
incomparable moral principles _re- 
vealed and commented upon in that 
great sea of Jewish lore. 


LEARNING THROUGH Discussion. By 
Nathaniel Cantor. Human Relations 
for Industry. Buffalo. 


In these days, when congregations are 
increasingly emphasizing group par- 
ticipation in study groups, at the Fri- 
day night Oneg Shabbat, etc., this 
analysis of the group discussion tech- 
nique is most timely. What shall be 
done when there is utter silence, when 
the group strays from the given topic, 
when people hesitate to express them- 
selves? A sound approach to all such 
perplexities. 


THe TrRouBLEMAKERS. By Arnold Fos- 
ter and Benjamin R. Epstein. Dou- 
bleday. $3.50. 


Each year the Anti-Defamation League 
of the B'nai B'rith publishes a care- 
fully documented, exhaustive expose 
of the enemies of democracy. This 
year’s vividly written report, written 
by two alert, dedicated ADL. staff 
members, is a scathing and irrefutable 
denunciation of the hate-mongers 
whose presence fouls our land. 


Your Woritp anp Mine. By Henry 
Shoshkes. Upton Publishing Co., 
distributed by Bloch Publishing Co. 
$3.00. 


Known as “the courier for the State- 
less,” Shoshkes, overseas representa- 
tive for HIAS, has covered vast parts 
of the globe seeking areas where dis- 
placed and rootless refugees could be 
settled. His adventures in little-known 
Jewish communities in the Pacific 
Islands, in far-away mountain villages. 
in Ethiopia, Latin America, etc., and 
his encounters with bizarre person- 
alities make for unusual reading. A 
unique volume. 
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A New 


born of struggle and sacrifice, yet 
DD . 


Year dawns for Israel, 
rich in the promise of achievement 
for the State. We, 


share daily in its building, send 


Jewish who 
you our good wishes for the year 
ahead, and the hope that it may 
bring to all of us the joyous reali- 
zation of an Israel made strong 
and secure and prosperous, in a 


world dedicated to peace. 








General Agents 


AMERICAN-ISRAELI SHIPPING CO., INC. 


27 William St., N. Y. 5 Digby 4-7600 











ANGELS 


BAMBERGER 


FALLEN 
by RABBI BERNARD J. 

An outstanding book, for the intelligent 

layman, fantastic 

myths of the angels who were lured to 

sin by the beauty of mortal women. 

. - $4.00 


which presents the 


Attractively bound. 307 pages . 
ORDER FROM YOUR BOOKSTORE OR FROM: 
THE JewisH Pustication Society 
OF AMERICA 
222 NORTH FIFTEENTH STREET 
PHILADELPHIA 2, PA. 



























FOLDING 
CHAIRS 





FOR SYNAGOGUE OR TEMPLE, 
ALSO CLASSROOMS 


Over 8 million in use! Rugged tubular- 
steel construction—3 seat styles: wood, 
steel, or upholstered, all extra wide for 
maximum comfort. Write Dept. 155 
BACK PANEL is deep-formed steel for comfort, welded 
into frame with bottom edge rolled for rigid.iy. 

HINGE SECTION has reinforcing bar within frame above 
and below hinge rod, to distribute load. 

CROSS BRACES of solid steel are shouldered against 
inside of legs and riveted, to resist load. 

STEEL GLIDES are crimped around leg and capped with 
dvrable, non-marking rubber shoes. 


Storage Trucks available for quick, easy handling 


CAmetucan Sealing Company 
vf 


Grand Rapids 2, Michigan 
Branch Offices and Distributors in Principal Cities J 
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Rabbi Regina O’Hara? 

(Continued from page 2) 
ican Liberal Judaism—nothing, save the 
word “qualifications.” 

“Qualifications” to my humble way of 
thinking demands much more than schol- 
arship, more wisdom than knowledge. I 
must include genuine sincerity, wholesome 
spirituality, personality fitness, an under- 
| standing heart—living the truths we pro- 
CHOCOLETIES. i | claim. 

Se I believe God calls men and women to 
be His instruments, today as in Biblical 





SUPERBLY RICH IN TASTE AND. TEXTURE 


=e Ss times, not arbitrarily, but when somewhere, 


NEW SMALL CHOCO LATES : somehow, they see “the burning bush that 
: : ; ; : ee is never consumed.” Our prophets and 
In the Spotlight for Quality... | leaders (and I do not bar Deborah and 





Miriam from their company) were humble 
folk engaged in simple tasks. Suddenly 
God whispers in the ear. There is an in- 
ward urge that cannot be explained or 
resisted. God calls. The answer: “Hinani 


and Exclusiveness* 


: Rene ety in our oa stores - New 
-s Boston, Syracuse, Phiiade phia and 
Newark, or by mail, 











aprons 0s ol sn Sguamammmmanamaalatias e ; 
| SCHRAFFT’S, Dept. B “pogo | | 
| 58 West 23 St, New York 10, N. Y. \ , am not vet prepared to venture an 
5 “Sisseseeehis . i betes Chee opinion on the success of women in the I 
1 lettes @ 2.86 each, postpaid. Choco- pulpit. It was never my secret sh to be 
1 late preferred: Dark [| Milk 0 a rabbi. My life was very rich and full and 1 
I satisfying as a “rebbetzin” and mother. 
‘Bo noche Gia Sar eee Sabbath school and Sisterhood—local., state 
| ADDRESS...... PEP prea e So ig ep ea eRe , and national—gave me an outlet for my 
; CITY. .cescececsees pcenehimmans ae nea intense devotion to Judaism. When the 
yj Enc.: Check(]M.O.(] (Sorry,noC.0.D.) 5 spontaneous call came from my congrega- 
| a po send your price list of candies tion to carry on my _ beloved insiana | 
PE ministry, it seemed fantastic and utterly 
impossible that I should dare to attempt it. v 
Yet here am I—twenty months later—and 
a mark of respect He who has always been my strength has 1 


truly become my salvation. May God bless 


Miss O'Hara with His Holy Spirit. 
\\ 
MRS. ABRAM V. GOODMAN, wife of 
the rabbi. Temple Emanuel, DAVEN- 
PORT. LOWA 














MEMORIAL CHAPEL, 
Why should anyone be excited because ( 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS ‘. sige en student is a 
iss O'Hara? If she can get over the 
“S onlag . ¢ ‘dw: se 4 se P pias es ‘ b 
Charles Rosenthal Edward Rosenthal Morton Rosenthal | regular admission hurdles, let her in, let 
Carl Grossberg Maxwell W. Passerman Leo J. Filer her study and let her graduate. 01 
NEW YORK BROOK Some tone-deaf critics think the name AS 
. LYN © BRONX * LONG ISLAN ae 
. Rabbi O'Hara may sound strange. Would 
eae ee it be more euphonious if Regina O'Hara Q 
Sane - were called Malkah Horowitz? Begorra, Kk 
anyone from County Callaway will tell 
you O'Hara is a good name, and Kohe- L 
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What a Rabbi Can Do Without 


The people who will tell you they are The sad, misplaced traditionalist who 


members of your flock, seems to get such joy 

But never come to temple though they In telling everybody that the rabbi is 
a “voy”; 

The lady in the Sisterhood who makes 
you blush with shame 


When she breaks through the crowd 


live around the block; 
The parents who inform you Sunday 
school is such a bore 
To junior and his sister who despise 
all Jewish lore. and blurts out “Rabbi, guess my 
name,” 
The member who complains he pays 
far too much in dues; The critics of the prayer book who 
Who only comes two days a year and through it daily plod 
then wants book reviews. To find another reason why they 
The trustee who will tell you every shouldn’t worship God; 
service is too long The many invocations and the bene- 
And wants the rabbi to install a ser- 
mon-timing gong. 


dictions, too, 
Which take up every evening when 
there’s so much else to do. 
The education experts who've arrived 
at this strange rule: The sermon that you preached and 
thought would really make a hit 
But was so misinterpreted, it did the 


If children didn’t have to come they'd 
love religious school; 

The lady who is waiting for your con- opposite. 

It’s things like these that put you in 
the mood to rave and shout; 

They're all of them the things a 
rabbi could do well without. 

The author of the above 


valescence call, 
But no one bothered to inform you 
she was sick at all. 


[Epiror’s Nove: 


The adolescent playboys in the confir- 
who. tor obvious reasons. does not want 


mation class 
Who prove that they are made of un- 
adulterated brass. 


his identity to be obvious, is rabbi of a 

large eastern congregation. He says that 

‘ats E er ‘ the sentiments expressed in his verse re- 

rhe hypnotist, magician, and the Yid- 4.04 “more of a mood than an attitude.” 
dish-speaking clown The Editor. who does not necessarily 

Who draw the biggest temple crowd 
whenever they re in town. 


share the views expressed, invites readers 
to submit reactions to this verse.] 
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Questions and Answers (Conrinued from page 5) 
bereaved, but also to honor the mem- — (Simchas Torah) has always been asso- 
ory of those whose departure from life — ciated with the rejoicing over the Torah 
is collectively mourned. which the children will study. 
Q. Where in the Bible is Yom QQ. What is Sh’mini Atseres? 
Kippur mentioned? \. It is the name by which the last 

A. You will find it in the Book of | day of Sukos is known. Sh’mini means 


Leviticus, Chapter 16. verse 20. also in 


“eighth” and Atseres means “holy con- 
Chapter 23, verse 27. and in the Book — vocation.” In Leviticus 23:36 the Bible 
of Numbers, Chapter 29, verse 7. ordains this eighth day as a Holy Day. 
Q. I understand that every holiday 


Q. In our congregation we conduct 
has some special food associated 


a Consecration Service during the 
week of Sukos. Is this a traditional with it. What food is associated 
practice? with Rosh Ha-shono? With Sukos? 
\. No. It was begun in Reform con- \. Honey is served on Rosh Ha- 
shono Eve as a symbol of the hoped- 


gregations as a means of celebrating 
for sweetness of the year. On Sukos, 


the entrance of children into the reli- 
gious school. Sukos seemed the appro- harvest fruits and vegetables are ap- 
propriate. For more information, see 
The Jewish Festivals by Hayyim 
Schauss, published by UAHC. 


priate time for this service since it 
occurs at the beginning of the school 
season and since the last day of Sukos 
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NFTS Supports UN 


THE National Federation of Temple 
Sisterhoods joined 19 other national 
women’s organizations recently in pre- 
senting a statement of support for the 
United Nations to Ambassador Ernest 
A. Gross, Acting Chiet of the U.S. 
Mission to the United Nations. Mrs. 
Abram V. Goodman, Davenport, Lowa, 
Chairman, of the NFTS Peace and 
World Relations Committee, signed 
the statement for NFTS and Mrs. 
Leonard Golluber, Brooklyn, New 
York. a member of the NFTS Peace 
and World Relations Committee. rep- 
resented NFTS at the presentation. 

The statement is a positive declara- 
tion of support for, and a firm belief 
in, the United Nations. It welcomes 
the establishment of the Disarmament 
Commission at the Sixth Session of 
the United Nations General Assembly; 
reaffirms belief in the principles of 
the UN Charter; calls for emphasis 
on moral and spiritual values: and 
commends the programs for equitable 
land reform and economic aid to un- 
developed areas as measures contrib- 
uting to peace. 

The joint statement was adopted 
after a meeting of representatives of 
the twenty national women’s organ- 
izations whose combined membership 
numbers more than 26.000.000. 


Bob Arkush Elected 
NFTB Board Member 


J. Ropert ArkusH, Los Angeles at- 
torney, was elected a member of the 
NFTB Board of Directors at its meet- 
ing in New Orleans, May 11. 

He is president of the Southern 
California Council of the NFTB and 
past president of the Wilshire Boule- 
vard Temple Men’s Club. 
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One of the most exasperating things 
we do is to ignore appointments. If you 
have made a “date” with your dentist 
or doctor, let him know in time if you 
can’t make it. Remember, our religion 
teaches us consideration for others. 


Try to avoid generalizations. You know 
you can’t lump people into categories. 
Anything you say about “the Southern- 
ers” or “the Italians” or “the farmers” 
or any group is probably wrong. Re- 
member, our religion teaches us that 
every individual has his own special 
God-given traits. 


Avoid giving belief to horoscopes, for- 
tune-tellers, or mediums. All of them 
are fraudulent or misleading. Remem- 
ber, our religion emphasizes the need 
for reason. 


Be careful of accepting any statement. 
however pontifical the source, which 
speaks about the inevitability of any- 
thing except the proverbial “death and 
taxes.” Wars, depressions and social 
imbalance are avertible, if only human 
beings will exert themselves towards 
their removal. Remember, our religion 
teaches us that society is improvable. 


Get into the habit of using ceremonies 
in the home. A table blessing unifies 
and warms the members of the family. 
You don’t have to feel that the per- 
formance of a home ritual is some- 
thing which produces a supernatural 
effect. But it will produce a sentimental 
effect, and that is most enriching. 
Remember, our religion asserts “the 
beauty of holiness.” 


Elderly parents are among the saddest 
people on earth. Don’t neglect them. 
Remember, gratitude is one of the 
chief corner-stones of our faith. 
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**Mommy, What Is God?”’ 


(Continued from page 1) 


are alone in the dark in your room up- 
stairs. And as you come to father and me 
with your troubles or to tell us some 
happy thing that came to you in school 
or at play, so all God’s children come to 
Him in prayer and ask His help and 


guidance. 


RABBI DUDLEY WEINBERG, Temple 


Ohabei Shalom, BROOKLINE, MASS. 


God is so much, child, that I don’t know 
all He is. But I do know a few things 
about God that are so wonderful that they 
make me adore Him. You see, it was God 
who arranged things so that you and I 
could love one another and so that we 
could both love Daddy and your little 
brother David. Wouldn’t it be terrible if 
you and Daddy and David and I didn’t 
know how to love one another? Think 
about it. God made us able to love. And 
that isn’t all. It was God who made us in 
such a way that we really want to be good 
and kind to one another. Every time you 
feel that you love someone or that someone 
loves you, you can say, “That’s God too.” 


MRS. HOWARD HERZIG, teacher, Eu- 
clid Avenue Temple Religious School, 
CLEVELAND, OHIO 


God is the good idea inside you, Tena, 
that reminds you to be friendly, to tell the 
truth, to share with your brother, to mind 
your Mommie and your Daddy, to do your 
very best with every job you have. When 
your are mean, and you know you really 
ought to be good, that is God helping you 
turn mean feelings into friendly ones. 

God helps everyone, even grown-ups, to 
know what is right. When we are mixed 
up and puzzled, God helps us think hard 
about the best thing to do. 


MRS. HERSCHEL LEVIN, wife of the 
rabbi, Temple Emanuel, LAWRENCE, 
MASS. 


“God is your Friend. 

“You may ask, then, is God a man? No, 
God is not a man, nor a woman. God is not 
a human being. We cannot see God, but 
we know that He is with us, as He is with 
everyone. 

“God is everywhere. He is here with us 
now; yet, at the same time, He is next 
door, or in another part of the world far 
away. God is everywhere, because God 
watches over us. He watches not only over 
us, but over the birds, the animals and the 
flowers. 

“He has made the stars that twinkle and 
the lovely seashore where we swim. God 
sees to it that the snow falls, and that the 
sun shines, and that the rains come. God 
makes a mother want to care for her baby; 


just as He makes the cow watch over her 
calf; or a cat look after her new-born 
kittens. 

“You see—what God does is good: and 
we have to try to do good ourselves in 
every way that we can. 

“God is our Friend and helps us do good 
when we help Him, by trying very hard 
and doing our best at all times.” 


CHUCKLES - 





Rasst Morton Applebaum of Temple 
Beth El, Flint, Michigan, tells about 
the church group which visited a 
temple and attended a service during 
which the Torah and the Haftorah 
were read. Afterwards, the rabbi 
asked the group if there were any 
questions. One of them said, “Rabbi. 
I think I understand now what the 
Torah is. But tell me, what is the 


half-Torah?” 


Mr. Heinz Warschauer, education di- 
rector at Toronto’s Holy Blossom 
Temple, tells about the child who 
listened to the religious school teach- 
er talk about the Exodus from Egypt. 
Later the youngster asked, “Teacher, 
if the Lord loved the Jewish people 
so much, why didn’t he let them stay 
in Egypt and make the Egyptians go 
out into the desert?” 


Mr. Howard Wertheimer, editor of 
the Cleveland Jewish Review and Ob- 
server tell about the typographical 
error that crept into a social item 
which reported that a certain gentle- 
man was taking a cruise and would 
be accompanied by “his wife and 
four sins.” 


Mr. Maurice R. Shochatt, columnist 
of the Baltimore Jewish Times, tells 
about the youngster who had been 
punished by her father for a misdeed. 
That night she concluded her prayers 
by saying, “And please don’t give 
Daddy any more children. He doesn’t 
know how to treat those he’s got.” 


[Readers are invited to submit “Chuckles” 
to this magazine. A book published by 
the UAHC will be sent to each person 
whose entry is accepted for publication. 


—Ep.] 
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Our Challenge and Our Opportunity 


by %. x Hollender, General Chairman, Combined Campaign 


TD snciions economic conditions are having their im- 
pact on fund-raisng programs in the Jewish field as 
well as in the general field of securing adequate fi- 
nances for national and community institutions and 
philanthropic causes. It is with some encouragement, 
therefore, that we are able to report that for the third 
successive fiscal year the Combined Campaign in be- 
half of the Union and the College-Institute has shown 
an appreciable gain. 

It is true that during this three-year period we have 
made a more intensive effort to secure more adequate 
annual maintenance funds for these two great and in- 
dispensable national institutions of American Reform 
Judaism, but the complete explanation does not lie 
solely in the application of fund-raising techniques. 
There appears to be a growing realization that religion 
must be basic as a primary responsibility for ourselves 
and our children. The American Reform Jewish move- 
ment, comprising some 450 affiliated congregations 
with a dues-paying membership of approximately 
150,000, represents a dominant group on the Ameri- 
can scene that demands the highest standards of 
spiritual leadership, religious education and enlight- 
enment. It is conservatively estimated that 600,000 
Jews are now identified with the Reform movement in 
the United States and Canada. 

It is imperative, in our opinion, that these national 
institutions of American Reform Judaism be strong 
and progressive. They are and must continue to be the 
very fountainheads of the Reform Jewish movement 
in America and they must be provided with adequate 
financial sustenance to insure the highest standards of 
spiritual leadership, religious education for our chil- 
dren, text-books and the myriad of services rendered 
by them to our member congregations, if our way of 
religious life is to go forward and meet the increasing 
demands being made upon it. 

Our national institutions are almost completely de- 
pendent for their annual maintenance on the financial 
support they receive each year from affiliated congre- 
gations and the members of these congregations whose 
support we earnestly invite over and above the dues 
assessment they pay through their congregations. There 
is practically no other source of annual maintenance 


revenue for our national institutions. Endowments have 


dried up; limited investments through special gifts 
over the many years yield very little income; and, 
indeed, our institutions continue to owe banks ap- 
proximately $400,000, borrowed three years ago to en- 
able them to carry on their minimum programs at all. 

For the fiscal year of 1951-52, terminating on June 
30, there was raised a total of $1,222,103. Of this total. 
45 per cent was derived from congregational dues 
assessment; 43 per cent from approximately 15,000 
individual contributors, and the remaining 12 per cent 
from welfare funds throughout the country. A gain of 
$92,000 was registered over the previous fiscal year. 
During the three years in which an intensified effort 
has been made to raise more adequate funds, an in- 
crease of 66 per cent has been achieved. 

Encouraging as this progress may seem, it must be 
clear to anyone analyzing the problem that, with only 
10 per cent of the dues-paying members making an 
annual contribution at this time in support of the na- 
tional institutions, the potential for securing sufficient 
funds is very great. Some congregations are not meet- 
ing their minimum responsibility through dues assess- 
ments and every effort is being made to improve this 
situation. But the channel offering the most favorable 
opportunity of increasing the, financial support is 
through individual contributions. Although the num- 
ber of individual contributors has been increased near- 
ly threefold in the three-year period, this potential has 
barely been tapped and we are, of course, hopeful that 
every congregation through its leadership will co- 
operate fully in enlisting annual contributors. The 
Combined Campaign is placing special emphasis on 
this source of revenue. 

In expressing, on behalf of my associate national 
officers of the Combined Campaign and myself, our 
sincere appreciation for the cooperation and support 
so generously given by an increasing number of lay 
and rabbinic leaders, we at the same time bespeak a 
continuation of the efforts now being made through 
the Combined Campaign to enlist an ever larger num- 
ber of individual contributors. If this can be realized, 
our great national institutions of Reform Judaism 
will be assured the privilege and opportunity of effec- 
tively serving our expanding and dynamic religious 
movement. 














Celebrat! pos! Hasan, 


traditionally ...sweetly$ 








There is no better way to express 
your “Happy New Year” 
than with LOFT’S superb chocolates... 


finer quality, more delicious, sensibly priced! 


De Luxe 

Chocolate Miniatures 
LOFT’S famous assortment 
including truffles, fruits, nuts, 

and crisp & chewies. 

Dark or Milk Chocolate 

#1.29 the pound 

All Fruits and Nuts 
Dark or Milk Chocolate 

97.689 the pound 


In the “Yomtovdige” blue, gold, and white gift box 


Best Wishes for a Happy New Year and a Sweet One... 
mpinad aw mw? 


LOFTS choclate 


ALL LOFT’S CANDIES ARE KOSHER PREPARED eee a real “M’cha’yeh”? 


UNDER THE PERSONAL SUPERVISION OF RABBI 
J. M. CHARLOP AND RABBI S. REICHMAN 


Consult your telephone directory for the nearest LOFT’S Candy Shop 














